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Abstract

This book portrays a girl named Alyce who at first had no name, no
mother and no home, and wanted nothing. The girl is a laughing
stock everywhere just because she looks dirty, ugly and stupid. One
day she encounters a midwife, who is very sharp and stingy, and
begins to work for her in return for a room in the midwife’s cottage.
At first no one in the village pays attention to the girl. One day she
rescues a red haired boy, Will, from drowning and later helped a
woman named Joan give birth to a baby in the absence of the
midwife. Before she realizes that she has grown in knowledge and
skill, the people of the village realize that she has guts and good
sense. However, she gets in trouble in Emma Blunt’'s cottage when
she goes there to help her have her baby.

Feeling devastated and a failure, she leaves the village without any
notification and becomes an inn girl for survival. There, on a wet day,
guests including a struggling mother come to the inn. Alyce summons
up her courage to take care of the mother in labor woman and finally
saves her and her baby. After that, people want to be with her and
ask for help and advice. For the first time, however, she starts to
think of what she wants and finds herself wanting to be the
midwife’s apprentice who tries 'and risks and fails and tries again and
does not give up.”

This book has a didactic element as well as episodes that make
readers giggle. The author, Karen Cushman, documents the course that
the leading character travels through hardship and extremely
unfavorable conditions. In the process, children can witness the girl
achieve something step by step. Moreover, Alyce herself shows that
being calm and having courage are very important at crucial moments.
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