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<Abstract>.

An Analysis of Social Study Research’s Structural

System and Content

- with reference to the first term of the fourth school year

in 15 cities and provinces -
Ko, Shin Taek

Social Studies Education Major
Graduate School of Education Cheju National University

Cheju, Korea
Supervised by Professor Park, Yong - Kyung

The purpose of this study is to serve as a basis for the development of
regional textbook that can make a good use of regional characteristics, by
classifying academic knowledge system domains of social study research’s
content currently used in 15 cities and provinces, by analyzing whether each
domain is organized to be suitable for regional characteristics, by preparing
the basis on which regional textbook can be developed, and by improving
improper parts.

This study is progressed through the following methods: first, social study

research’s content for the first tern of the fourth elementary school year

¥ A thesis submitted to Committee of the Graduate School of Edcation, Cheju
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of
Master of Education in August. 1998.

_80_



used in 15 cities and provinces is classified into academic knowledge system
domains, including geography, history, politics, economy, society and culture,
according to social study curriculum’s systematic content table and detailed
curriculum presented by the Ministry of Education. Each domain’s systematic
content table and the basic framework of analysis are prepared. Second,
social study research’s structural system adapted in 15 cities and provinces
is analyzed. Third, an analysis is made over theme, key concept and the rate
of illustration, according to the basic framework of analysis, to find out if
each domain’s content is evenly selected and organized. Fourth, each
domain’s theme name, topic name, material and task that are concerned to
the region are analyzed to determine the degree of localization.

As a result of analysis, it’s found that most cities and provinces made an
attempt to have social study research play a role as a regional textbook in
the aspect of structural system, including social study research’s name, unit
name and theme name. Social study research can be said to be developed
very diversely and creatively.

With regard to each domain’s content analysis, all regions concentrate on
geography domain, and each domain’s' content differs greatly from region to
region. Although this is partly because the region has been a useful concept
in geography education for a long time, the major reason is that they don’t
give consideration to students’ region, interest, concern, need, ability or
values. The composition rate of the basic concept is variable greatly across
regions. Especially, the distribution or growth of population and income
distribution are dealt with very negligently. Those things shall be evenly
selected and organized for follow-up study. Even though it's determined that
chronological table of history domain must be offered with an outline of our
country’s history, many cities and provinces don’t provide the outline. More
than half the content of social study research are filled with illustration. The

most frequently exhibited illustration type is photo, followed by picture, map,
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diagram, chronological table, cartoon and statistics in the order named. In
general, social phenomena are expressed by picture, and photo is used to
show natural phenomena or to affirm a fact. The explanation or change is
offered through diagram or statistical table. However, there is a strong
tendency to use photo only, instead of making a good use of each data
characteristics. Illustration that can utilize various materials creatively
according to the given theme is able to meet children’s interest and need
and, furthermore, to make it easier to attain the objective.

In relation to content analysis of localization, the localization of theme
name and topic name isn’t achieved well, even though there are some
disparities among regions. This doesn’t consider the fact that children can
more easily accept a theme or topic that reflects a fact or phenomenon in
their community. There are abundant, diverse materials concerned to a
community, and social study research is filled up with such materials,
Though localism is divided into one as a learning environment and the other
that aims at learning the region itself, both have lots of difficulties in
grasping innumerable facts and phenomena as learning materials. The
learning materials that are scattered variously shall be carefully chosen for
scientific research. To do this, localism shall be understood according to a
specific task(regional task). But social study research used in 15 cities and
provinces are very similar with one another in terms of task
choice(population, traffic or environmental matters) and the organization of
the chosen content. This can be said that national requirement and tasks was
the primary concern, but regional need was not reflected properly.

The regional textbook shall be developed by selecting regional task
adequately, defining each domain’s key concept accurately, using illustration
appropriately, and avoiding excessive volume of content that enumerates

miscellaneous materials.
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