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<Abstract>

Contrasting Modes of Behavior of Social Classes in Silas Marner

Byun, On-Hoa

English Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Yang, Young-Soo

George Eliot wanted to get an insight into the English society of the Industrial
Revolution era with a foreseeing eye. She thought that writer must describe relation
of individual and society in an aspect of the times. She suffered for the confusion of
values In transitional period and weighed up the relation of social class and
individual.

Eliot did not represent the reality of her period with sentimental touch or idealize
the contemporary society in her literary works. Her literary world represented
objectively various aspects of reality because she had relation with various classes
in the Victorian period and experienced over religious pilgrimage. Periodic
background of Silas Marner is the era that conflict and struggle among classes
were violent very much from the late eighteenth century to the Reform Bill in 1832.

The community of Raveloe is a rural village that was far from the rapidly changing

* This thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education in August,
2007.
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society, or the mobility in industrial city where the Middle Class were making rapid
progress and social upheaval was under way. The Gentry's power is still mighty
and people in Raveloe is within the flow of self-contained community. Lantern Yard
i1s a rather modernistic city where the quality of English industrialization in the early
nineteenth century was setting in and society is opened earlier than in Raveloe.

Silas changed himself in Raveloe to recover everything which had been lost in his
birthplace Lantern Yard and adapted himself to society. Godfrey had closed relation
with another because he did not want to lose his inherited properties. He also did
not recognize class transition, rapid advance of the Middle Class, downfall of the
Gentry because he had lived in rural district and not heard a bugle of coach or
world opinion. Afraid of losing privilege as a Gentry who didn’t follow the current,
he lived a closed life without much contact with others. His life is novel and
haughty but is led conservatively and passively: he could not create new life.

Silas experiences - social structure that social mobility and class movement had
been arose from the industrialization and the urbanization - of Lantern Yard in his
life. He also overcome his despair through honesty, industry and self-sacrifice love
and came back to community. We can identify Eliot's sociological imagination that
individual life can’t be separated from society through Silas’ recovering his humanity
and his true self in the community of Raveloe.

Man has a desire to expand himself and recognizes necessity of life extension. At
first Silas denies and neglects the meaning of the past life, but come to know how
to utilize the past as future creative assets. On the other hand Godfrey lives
unhappily because he never stop denying and closing the past life. Silas breaks off
himself between the present and the past, and then converts his recognition through
fostering Eppie. Thanks to Eppie he can hold communion with other people near
about and ruminate about former religion objectively. But Godfrey cannot
acknowledge his former errors and fine self - regenerative factor. He continues to

live selfishly concealing the past and then is condemned to disgrace by his daughter
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Eppie.

Eliot emphasized harmonious organic life between individual life and social
conditions, stated clearly man could not live in isolation and described sociological
Imagination toward organic community. Silas Marner is not a mere parable without
social or contemporary background but a novel that reflected the classes aspect of

the early nineteenth century English society.
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