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64) &ELR(1986), "WMAB T, , =HMEL, p.60.
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ABSTRACT

A Study on Sagunja
(Four-Aristocratic-Plants) painting
and technique of expression

(A Study on technique of expression in stages about plum flower
orchid, crysanthemum and bamboo based on the works that the
author studied)

Kim, Chung-Ja
Major in Fine-Art Education
Graduate School of Education
Cheju National University
Directed by Prof. Boo, Hyun-II

When one think of literary art painting ( to be referred to from this point
on as Chinese Painting), Sagunja(Four-Aristocratic-Plants) comes to mind
first. Indeed, Sagunja(Four-Aristocratic-Plants) is probably the most
frequently used subject matter of the Chinese painting style.

Chinese painting is has a spiritual ideology rather than a concept of style
and was materialized constructing the most intellectual ideal. It was
established by the literary men and aristocrats who had high scholarship,
strong morals and were adept in poetry, calligraphy and oriental painting.
They expressed the ideal world in their works to transcend mundane life
and to be close with nature.

Sagunja( Four-Aristocratic-Plants) was the subject of Chinese Painting
which came to existence by combining the characters of the four plants



with a Confucian spirit of loyalty and fidelity. It has been developed
variously by many Zen monks and literary artists because of its metaphor
and characteristic techniques. It is said that Chinese Painting had been
expressed in three gracious ways ; poetry, calligraphy, painting and the
term ‘Sagunja( Four-Aristocratic-Plants)’ was first used in the book which
Dong Gi-You wrote on the Sagunja( Four-Aristocratic—Plants) in the era of
the Chinese Myong Dynasty(1368-1644)

According to Chinese Painting History, Sagunja( Four-Aristocratic-Plants)
appeared as a part of the flower-bird painting style from the very begining.
During the North Song Dynasty India-ink bamboo and India-ink plum
appeared by the time of the Won Dynasty and a highly integrated
Sagunja( Four-Aristocratic-Plants) became very popular.

The beginging of Chinese Painting in Korea is assumed to be the period
of Kwang Jong in Koryo Dynasty (950-975) but it is said that Chinese
Painting had been practiced since the middle of Chosun Dynasty.

Being influenced by Chinese culture, bamboo drawings started to appear
followed by plum drawings. In the middle of Chosun Dynasty a lot of
prominent artists began to appear such as Lee Yun, Ea Mong Lyong and
Hong Soo Joo . In the late Chosun Dynasty, the Southern School was the
predominant style of Painting and India-ink orchids began to appear as the
popularity of Chinese Painting increased. At this time great artists of orchid
like Chu Sa Kim Jung Hee, Dea Won Gun Lee Ha Eung, Yea MI Min Yung
Ik and So Ho Kim Eung Won were produced. In a period of transition to
modern age, several artists such as Seo Byung Oh(1862-1935), Hu Bak
Lyun(1891-1977), Kim Eun Ho, Kim Kyoo Jin, Kin Yong Jin, and Jook Nong
Seo Dong Kyun inherited the spirit of literary art painting by using
Sagunja( Four-Aristocratic-Plants) as a material.

In this thesis, I have studied some works of major artists. I was able to
improve my sensitivity in observing objects in paintings. In addition, I was
able to appreciate the beauty of hidden meaning and the variations of tone
in the brush strokes more accurately through my constant efforts. We can
expect more improvement of Korean painting as real traditional literary art
painting only when we try to recreate our traditional culture along with the
mainstream of international art and contemporary culture.
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