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<abstract>

A study of the Self-directed Learning Method for the

Expansion of Thinking Ability in Social Studies Education

Kim, yong-hee

Social Studies Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Kim, Hang-Won

The purpose of this thesis is to examine the self-directed learning method as a
device to expand the student’s thinking ability in social studies education. To
achieve this purpose, this study consists of the following four parts.

First, the types of social thinking ability that the social education attempts to
teach include creative thinking, critical thinking, convergent thinking and expansive
thinking, meta-cognition, decision making ability, discovery and problem solving
ability.

In this study, I investigate and analyze each of these types. Furthermore, I
suggest a theoretical foundation for the self-directed learning in which children
learn by themselves in an attempt to expand their thinking ability, by applying a

methodological approach to the education for the thinking ability.

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate school of Education, Cheju
National University in partial fulfillment to the requirements for the degree of
Master of Education in August, 1999.
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Second, learning is a process of self-divergence and integration. An individual
develops his or her potential for becoming a man and develops his or her thinking
ability through this process. The ultimate goal of education is to help the student
grow as a self-disciplined man. More specifically, education is an attempt to
make each student plan, do and evaluate his or her learning by  himself or
herself, thereby leading to the self-directed expansion in thinking ability and the
growth and change.

Therefore, this study examines the relationship between the principle of
self-directed learning and the thinking ability, and suggests the strategy for the
effective self-directed learning.

Third, this study also suggests several approaches for utilizing the self-directed
learning method. They include the ways for designing the learning process and
the learning model, motivation, self-control learning discipline, peer tutoring,
discussion learning, open education, planning and basic training for presentation,
and the method of utilizing tutorial instruction. In addition, the education step
should be organized such that decision making and inquiry are made following the
steps of task understanding, individual learning and cooperative learning.

Fourth, learning in social studies education can either be different depending on
the issues involved, the social change and the situation or affected by the
learner’s individual difference. Taking this fact and other theories and data into
consideration, this study suggests the general course of learning development
process, the learning patterns, and the learning process of self-directed learning in
order to expand the social thinking ability.

If implemented effectively as suggested above, the self-directed learning method
would result in free flow of learning process, motivation for the student to
participate actively in the learning process, formation of diverse thinking ability,
tendency to act carefully through rational thinking process. This will eventually
make the students communicate actively, achieve good human relation, improve

the spirit of cooperation, and thereby, form a desirable consciousness as citizen.
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Since this thesis is mainly based on the literature review, the scope of the
study is somewhat limited. Therefore further investigation based on the field
study is required to make a strong conclusion about the effect of the self-directed

learning method on the expansion of thinking ability in social studies education.
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