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(Summary)

A Study on the Transformation of Juche Idea
in North Korea
— Focusing in the Theory and the Aspect of its Development —

Park, Young—Ho

National Ethics Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Ko, Seong-Joon

This thesis aims at analyzing the Juche Idea of North Korea and the transformation
process of its development aspect. Especally, the purpose of this thesis is to predict
the future of North Korea focusing on the stressing points of Juche Idea developed
by Kim Jong-Il after Kim Il-Sung's death.

The concept of Juche’ made its appearance publicly in North Korea in the mid-1950s.
Beginning from this concept, it began to be systematized as Juche Idea in the early
1970s.

The transformation of Juche Idea took a concrete shape in 1974 when Kim Jong-II
was decided unofficially as Kim Il-Sung’s successor and made clear ‘Kim 11-Sungism’.
The two theses : “On Juche Idea”(1982) and “About Some Issues Questioned in the
Teaching of Juche Idea”(1986), set up its theoretical system and had an important
meaning in the transformation process of Juche Idea.

The significant peculiarity disclosed in the transformation process of Juche Idea in
1980 showed that it had its clear distinction from Marx-Leninism. That is, while the
succession of Marx-Leninism is showing a decline, Kim [I-Sungism shows its continua-
nce.

Before and after that period, Kim Jong-Il saw the revolution of socialism with his
own eyes. Therefore he insisted that only Chosun People under Kim II-Sung’s rule
could complete the Socialism System and that Chosun People was the first rank in
the world. On the other hand, he advocated ‘Urisik Socialism (their one and only so-
cialism)’ in the point of distinguishing their socialism system from others. This insis-
tence arose as a defensive instinct from the recognition of their critical situation.

North Korean system and Juche Idea have their intimate relationship mutually. One
side, the idea has supported North Korean forming its own system. On the other side,
the politicians have fabricated their own idea for the preservation and the develop-
ment of their national polity. Therefore, Juche Idea must be vanished at the same
time with the collapse of the North Korean system. Anyway, I think that the previous
frame of Juche Idea must be kept for the most part and remained seeming a conside-
rable flexibillity until then.

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education
in August, 1996.
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