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(Abstract)

A Study on North Korea’s Evaluation of
Chung Ta-san

Kim, Yong-Chan
National Ethics Education Major
Graduate School of Education ;Cheju National University

Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Ko, Seong Joon

This study aims at analysing the inconsistency in
North Korea’s evaluation of Chung Ta-san(Chung
Yak-yong, 1762-1836). Also this study reminds us that
either the change of political iaosoiogy or personal
instructions of Kimil-sung has influenced upon the
inconsistent evaluation of Chung Ta-san with the
change of the times since August 15 liberation.

1. The times between August 15 liberation and the
end of 1950s: The evaluation based on historical
materialism considered Chung Ta—-san as a very
progressive and reformm—minded man of thought who

was best applied to the principles of North Korea’s

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education. Cheju
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master
of Education in November, 1993.

..55_



historical consciousness based on class oconsciousness,the
public’s consciousness and the progressive
consciousness. So Ta—-san was considered as a typical
philosopher of the “Sirhak-pa”(the pragmatic schoal)
who pointed out the systematic contradictions of
Yi—-dynasty’s feudal society and presented out the ideal
formm of sodety. .

2. The times from 19680s to 1970s: The brand new
political ideology called “Juche” idea appeared on this
historical stage The evaluation of Chung Ta-san was
made not by Marxism-Leninism but by *“Juche” idea.
So it was said that Ta-san oould not overcome the
limits of his idealismm because of the restrictions of
aristocracy,confucianismn and the times itselfIt was also
said that the Utopia of Chung ‘Ta-san was just like
that of Saint-Simon because he could not intensify the
solidarity of the public and not strengthen the real
practice of his envisioned social reform

3. Ever since the times of 1980s:

After "Juche” idea was established since 1980s,the
evaluation of Chung Ta—san g0t more and more
positive than ever before. That is to say.the public of
North Korea have reflected that they downgraded his

accomplishments only by pointing out the limits of

Ta—-san’s idealism excessively.
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Therefore, those three different historical stages shows
us that the evaluation of Chung Ta—-san in North
Korea has been made by dialectical IlogicNamely,.the
ﬁfst period evaluation in 1950s can be related to
*Geong”(positiveness),the second omnes in 1960s-1970s
related to 'Pan”fnegaﬁveness) and the third ones ever
since 1980s related to “Hap“(grand total). Especdially.the
third period evaluation can be oonsidered to be a form
of "Geong’(positiveness) that can justify North Korea's
eagermess to jaoin the global current of the timoes
based on openness and reform.

Finally, this study shows wus that the evaluation of
Chung Ta—-san lacks in consistency because the
political ideology, situation or personal teachings of
Kim Il-sung has influenced the evaluation of Ching
Ta-san. In the end, this stixdly on Ta-san's evaluation
in North Korea reminds us that both the evaluation of
Chung Ta-—-san and the historical study itself in North
Korea  has been used as a means of political
justification.
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