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{Summary)

A Study on the Political Characteristics

of Education in North Korea

Lee Gyung Yoon

National Ethics Education Major

Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University,

Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Ko, Seong Joon

This thesis aims at analyzing the political characteristics of North Korean
education and predicting the future of North Korean education. The Goal of
education in North Korean socialist system is to cultivate Juche-orjented
revolutionavy people. The political education is the essence of education in
North Korea. Therefore the ideological education takes precedence of tech-
nical education in North Korea. But more important, the North Korean
eudcation contributes to idolize Kim Il-sung.

The content Analysis of the text-books of primary and secondary school
reveals that they are strong Instrument of ideological education to strengthen
the loyalty of Kim Il-sung-Kim Jong-il. In analyzing the system of educational

administration in north Korea, we can find the same conclusion. The party

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education. Cheju
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master
of Education in August, 1993.
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dominates all aspects of educational administrative system, which is the
centralism.

Even though, China, the ally of North Korea has been making reform and
open-door policy in recent years, north Korea decides to preserve the line of
socialism in spite of economic difficulty. But only the partial opendoor policy
will be permitted to rediscover the economy.

North Korean education is now facing the dilemma whether it is to persist its
Juche-oriented education on to follow china's pragmatic tendency. For some
time, north korean education will stress the ldeological education to protect
socialist system. But in the long run, the North Korean education will be

changed toward the pragmatical and technical orientation like China.
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