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Abstract

This play, After Easter by Anne Devlin tells the story of
three Irish sisters and their struggle with religion, politics, and
their family history.

Greta, an Irish ex-patriot living in England, has been
having religious visions for years. When she sits down in the
road and is almost hit by a bus, her husband has her committed.
As the play begins, her two sisters get her released, but on her
first night out of the hospital, Greta has yet another disturbing
vision. The same night, the sisters learn of their father’'s heart
attack.  After drifting apart over the years, the three have a
rather unwanted family reunion in Belfast. With one of them
coming directly from the psychiatric ward and their father fatally
ill, this get-together is bound to be one of the turbulent sort.
Comic and touching, it confronts the estranged family members
with their opposing attitudes and their pasts.

It examines the personal and social backgrounds of Northern
Irish citizens living in Ulster and on the British mainland. The
play is not political, more psychological and humorous, offering a
contemporary portrait of a woman who reaches an important

turning point in her life.
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