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<Abstract>

A Study on Marital Communication Style

and Self-esteem of the Children

Oh, Hyun—ju
Major in Counseling Psychology,

Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Park, Jung—hwan

The purpose of this study? is to clarify as to by which style the marital
communication 1s actually taking place and whether there is relationship between
marital communication style and self-esteem of the children while the following study

questions have been set up to make this possible.

First, how is the communication style between husband and wife in marital
communications?
Second, is there difference in the self-esteem of children according to the marital

communication style?

This study has targeted 273 children in fifth and sixth grade of 5 elementary
schools within Jeju special self governing province, 273 mothers and 273 fathers. In
order to measure the marital communication styles, the marital communication style

questionnaire of 10 questions used by Kim, In-sook(1988) and Kim, Yo-wan(2000)

2) This thesis is a master's thesis in education submitted to the Graduate School of Education
committee of Jeju National University in August, 2010,
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after being developed by Hawkins, Weisherg and Ray(1977, 1980) as well as being
revised and improved by Won, Hyo-jong(1984). In order to measure the self-esteem,
a self-esteem scale with a total of 32 questions used by Jeon, Seung-bae(2000) after
being researched and developed by Choi, Bo-ga and Jeon, Gui-yeon (1993) by
referring to the research of Coopersmith(1967) and Pope, McChale and
Craighead(1988) was used. For all gathered data, the technical statistics analysis,
frequency analysis, t-test and multi-variate analysis have been performed using

SPSS WIN 156.0.

The conclusions of this study are summarized as follows.

First, both husband and wife use more of open styles and emotional exposure
rather than the closed style and emotional suppression as they communicate with
contactful or speculative style rather than controlling or conventional style. But a
difference exists between husband and wife for the marital communication style as
the husband uses more of controlling and conventional style than the wife while the
wife uses more of contactful style than the husband.

Second, a child’s social-peer self-esteem and home-parents self-esteem are higher
in case the marital communicational style doesn’t correspond in the level of verbal
expression than in case of corresponding.

Third, a child’s social-peer self-esteem is higher in case the marital communication
style doesn’t correspond in the level of emotional exposure than in case of
corresponding,.

Fourth, there is difference in a child’s self-esteem according to the level of
husband’s verbal expression shown in the marital communication style. Looking by
sub—factors, there is difference in the global self-esteem, social-peer self-esteem and
school-academic self-esteem. But there is no difference in a child's self-esteem
according to the level of wife’s verbal expression shown in the marital
communication style.

Fifth, there is no difference in a child’s self-esteem according to the level of
hushand’s emotional exposure shown in the marital communication style. Also, there
is no difference in a child’s self-esteem according to the level of wife’s emotional

exposure shown in the marital communication style.
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So, the husband and wife have to be aware of the fact that they have difference in
their communication style and need to make effort to understand this difference. Also,
because the marital communication style act as an important factor having influence
on a child’'s self-esteem, it would be necessary to aware of the fact that the role as
a married couple is also important for the growth and development of a child

including self-esteem.
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