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<Abstract>

Relations between Parent-Child communication types,

Children’s Peer Relations and School Life Adaptations

Kim Eun Young

Graduate school of Education,
Cheju National University
Major in Home Economics Education

Supervised by Professor Kim Yang Soon

This research focused on relations between parent-child communication
types, children’s peer relations and school life adaptations. The research
intends to let children, who have difficulties in adapting to school, recognize
the importance of parents—children communication types, provide with basic
data for school education as well as parents education and help children to
have more enjoyable school lives.

The object of this study is 569 children selected from 600 children from 4
elementary schools in Jeju city. As for the test method of parent—child
communication types, PACI (Parent-Adolescent Communication
Inventory), the parent-child communication test made by Barnes and
Olson(1982), edited by Min Ha-Young(1991) and revised by Kim Soon-
Young(2006). And revised that again to meet the level of elementary school
children.

Regarding the peer relation test method, for this research the peer relation

test method for middle school and higher grades of primary school children
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by Lee Ju-Ri(1994) and revised that to meet the level of elementary school
children.

As for the test method of school life adaptation, the test method by Lee Ha
Young on middle and high school students(2002) and test method by Noh
Soo-Mi on elementary school students(2003). Both of them are based on
"Test paper on children’'s adaptation to school life” by Lim Jung-Soon(1993).
And revised those again to meet the purpose of this study. And revised and
supplemented all test methods by asking specialty adviser regarding face
validities.

As for the data processing, SPSS(WIN 12.0) to calculate frequency,
percentage, average, standard deviation and did the moment correlation

analysis on independent sample t-test, ANOVA, and Pearson’s coefficient.

The results of research are as followings.

First, the difference in parent-child communication types dependent on the
change cause of children’s background. The father-child open-type
communications had significant differences dependent on the education levels
of fathers and the atmosphere of the homes. The mother—child open-type
communications had significant differences dependent on the atmosphere of
the homes. Both of father—child problem-type communication and mother—child
problem-type communication had significant differences dependent on the
atmosphere of the homes. The atmosphere of the homes commonly affects the
extent of all parent-child communication types, therefore, parents need to
make the home atmosphere be in love, harmony and positive.

Second, the peer relations dependent on parent-child communication types.
Children from open-type parent—child communication homes had good peer
relations, while children from problem-type parents—children communication
homes had poor peer relations. We can see that children, who had

experienced open and easy communications with their parents, can
—_ 44 —_
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accommodate their feelings properly and they are honest in expressing what
they think. Accordingly, they do not have difficulties in peer relations, have
comparatively positive recognitions and have higher satisfactions on the peer
relations. On the other hand, children, who had difficult communications with
their parents, cannot have positive communications in peer relations as well.
Their peer relations are also not positive accordingly.

Third, school adaptations dependent on parent—-child communication types.
Children with open-type parent-child communications can adapt to school
more easily. When parents have open—-type communications with their children
based on mutual understanding and sympathy, expressing free feelings and
thoughts honest and openly, rather than problem-type communication giving
disciplines and instructions based on parents’ own judgement, children can
adapt to school more easily.

Fourth, school adaptations dependent on peer relations. Children with good
peer relations could adapt to school lives easier. This means that Dbetter
emotional support and higher positive aspects of group or exchange activities
would let children’s school adaptation capabilities better.

As seen above, the research results proved that there are significant
correlations in all areas of parent-child communication types, peer relations
and school adaptation. This research shows that we should aim for open-type
parent—child communication in order to help children to make good peer

relations and adapt to school easier.
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