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ABSTRACT

A Study On Verdi’s Opera

- focused on opuses of his 2nd term -
Lee, Jin Young
Music Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Cheju, Korea
Supervised by Professor Lee, Chun-ki
Opera, a kind of composite art including all sorts of art genre, has its
own great attraction. On the other hand it also causes the public to feel
uncomfortable because they regard it as a high-minded and high-leveled
art.
However opera is our serious love-story. In addition, it consists of a
sympathy-zone felt in real life and even expresses life itself. That's the

reason why it will endure as a cultural legacy as long as mankind exists.

Opera, which 1is composed of such complex and various things as
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theatre, literature, art and dance centered etc. around music, is still loved

by everybody even it exists in such a huge scale.

There were many difficulties and problems at opera's birth, but it began
to boom thanks to the appearance of composers who gave spirit to it in
the late 18th century. And many opuses magnum are born connected with

national literature and music.

In Italy in the 19th century, opera was already/an accepted part of life
thanks to Verdi, so the large audiences enabled musicians to expand opera

into a huge-scaled composite art.

In this paper I have studied the background, constitution, narration and
characteristics of each opus centering around <Rigoletto>, <Il Trovatore>

and <La Traviata> particularly those opuses composed by Verdi.

The opuses of these opera which were highly popular show the basic
elements of all his opuses. We in their day, must admit two of the that
<Il Trovatore> and <La Traviata> are predominant opuses in which

Verdi's very soul is shown.

Unlike <Rigoletto> and <Il Trovatore>, which were published prior to
<La Traviata>, the whole of <La Traviata> is sophisticated in its flowing
elegance and lyricism. The organization of its musical instruments is simple

and is as easy to understand as is the story and strains. Its dramatic tone
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and musical constitution doesn't fall prey to excess as does <Rigoletto>
and <IlI Trovatore>. <La Traviata> absolutely surpasses them in terms

staging and popularity.

Because of this the sweetly-anticipated story and music of the opus not
only touched the hearts of all listeners, but also imparted a strong sense of

intimacy.

In Italy, the Operas of young Verdi were quite innovative in the midst
of the opera currents of the day, while still possessing the same abundant
vocal strains that are indicative of Italian classical opera. Verdi's operas
also had an ecstatic effect in expressing its feelings and airs by using new

harmonies and orchestral manoeuvres.

Verdi is esteemed as an immortal composer, whose nationalistic spirit,
strength and moral ardor, has earmarked him as one of the best-known

and admired composers of all time.

* This thesis is submitted to the committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of master

of Education in August, 1999.
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