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Abstract

This book, 7he Summer of the Swans by Betsy Byars, 1s about a
fourteen—-year—-old girl named Sara Godfrey. The compelling story
1s about the longest summer day in her life. Sara's fourteenth
summer 1s turning out to be the most confusing time of her life.
Up until this summer, things have flowed smoothly, like the gliding
swans on the lake. But now she's bored, lonely, and basically
unhappy with her life as a teenager. Sara feels awkward, ugly, and
unattractive because she has large feet, skinny legs and a crooked
nose. She doesn't know who she is, and she doesn't think anybody
likes her at school. Her moods shift unpredictably. One minute she
is "up" about something, the next she is "down" about the same
situation. Her ten-year—old brother, Charlie, who has been
brain—-damaged and mute since the age of three, is loved by
everyone in the community.: The children live with their aunt
because their mother has passed away. Sara wishes she were
pretty and popular like her older sister, Wanda and had a normal,
supportive family that included her absent father. Though she loves
her mentally disabled younger brother, Charlie, she 1is tired of
watching over him. She wants to fly away from everything.

During the summer, swans come to a nearby lake, and to escape,
the girl goes to watch the swans. One day she brings Charlie to
the lake and he feels warmness and a soft smoothness that he
hasn't ever felt before watching swans gliding slowly on the lake.
That night he got lost when he got out of bed to go watch the
swans at the lake. As Sara frantically searches for Charlie, she
discovers some very important things about herself and her
feelings and she reaffirms her friendship with one very important
person — Charlie, whom she loves dearly. Finally she realizes that

she is a normal girl and recovers her self-esteem.



This book is very well organized. It is recommended for older
children around the age of 12 or 13 because it is easy to
understand and it is not extended in length. For these reasons, any

age group will enjoy this book because it is a pleasurable read.
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