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<Abstract>
The Influence of Aesthetic Experiences on the Improvement of

Children’s Ability to Express Creatively

Ko Hee Suk

Major in Arts Education
Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University
Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Kwak, Jong-Myoung

These days. students in elementary school are acquiring a variety of knowledge as the
result of industrialization, urbanization, informationalization. And each class consists of
students who have different personalities according to the influence of parents and
environments. For example, there can be students who have different members of family,
who have a sense of alienation and prejudice, and who have stereotypes about appearance.

However, in school they are still providing monotonous teaching methods, teaching
students by referencing exiting works and  stuff. So thev ‘are not teaching knowledges
students want to know and inducing their emotion and potential enough.

That's why teachers need more creative and careful teaching methods. Especially low
grade students in elementary school can shape more vivid image by experiences. not by
language and characters. The propose of this research is to improve children’s ability to
express creatively through aesthetic experiences.

Therefore, 1 have studied general theories related to creativity. the concept of esthetic
experience and the meaning of integrated education. I have made teaching plan about the
section of expression from one of integrated textbooks in the 7th curriculum for first-year
students, ‘enjoyable life’ to teach students effectively. And I actually have implemented
integrated class for one vear. And then 1 verified and evaluated the effect of that by
analvzing and comparing children’s works before and after this research and using
questionnaires from students.

As the result of one-vear research, first. Students’ thoughts are expanded and their

ability of self-expression are improved. And they are emotionally stabilized. Thev also try
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to attend class seriously and actively. Skills for expressing topics and atmospheres and
choosing proper colors for drawing are improved.

Secondly, students’ ability of expressing creatively and uniquely is improved: they can
express their thought actively  without stereotypes. shaping image through esthetic
exXperiences.

Third, the interest and concentration students gain as the result of the improvement of
the ability to express themselves and the world of image influence the improvement of
abilities of other subjects as students draw based on their real experiences.

Like this. the ultimate propose of art education is to shape children’s inner world by
expressing it naturally enough.

Especially. first-year students in elementary school should adapt their school lives. so
art education can help them to have interest in school lives and shape desirable
personalities.

Therefore. if teachers have a little patience and try to develop a varlety of esthetic
experience programs and teaching methods for expressing oneself, it will help children to
acquire a variety of values , to be free from physical and mental obstacles. prejudice,

stereotypes and a sense of alienation and live in harmony after growth.

% A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education. Jeju
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of

Education in 2006. 08,
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