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ABSTRACT

A Study on Art Appreciation Education
in the Elementary School through Art Criticism

— Centering around the Fifth Year in Elementary School -

Kim, Nam Yong

Major in Elementary Art Education
Graduate School of Education
Jeju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Im, Chun Bae

Today's live in cultural and informational age with the flood of images, which
is changing very rapidly. Mordern society requests the matured citizens who
have a critical thinking ability. The most important thing in this age can be
the ability to choose and enjoy information and culture needed to ourselves.
Especially, this critical thinking ability for this mass visual media could be
nourished effectively by art education dealing with visual arts mostly through
art appreciation and criticism.

The 7th National Curriculum 1is also emphasizing appreciation education.
Currently, however, the appreciation class is not executed properly in elementary
school and the importance of art criticism is not high in the appreciation class

either. Therefore, this study reviewed literature on desirable teaching of art

_62_



appreciation and art criticism and analyzed the contents of the curriculum.
Furthermore, it applied an appreciation class model through art criticism in
actual classes and, based on the results, made suggestions for appreciation
education through critical appreciation in elementary art. The results of this
study are summarized as follows.

First, as appreciation education was executed through art criticism, children’s
interest in art increased and they showed confidence in observing and analyzing
art works. Moreover, they participated in appreciation actively by making efforts
to understand what art works intend to express.

Second, appreciation activities through conversation with art works helped
students appreciate the art works and understand formative elements and
principles, and refined their sense of appreciation for analyzing and evaluating
art works. What is more, students attained right understanding of art works
through examining materials, expression methods, unique techniques, and the
use of materials and expression styles.

Third, the appreciation class model provided various opportunities for
appreciation education, which stimulated students’ interest in Korean and foreign
art works and developed their eyve to see art works from diverse viewpoints.

Fourth, students participated with interest in appreciation activities, in which
they compared their opinions on art works with others’ and, in the course, they
rediscovered themselves and acquired a creative and critical eye.

Fifth, students came to think deeply, to observe and analyze objects carefully,
to exchange opinions openly, and to view art works in different aspects.
Furthermore, they learned that the art is not just drawing pictures but also is a
process of appreciating, feeling and recreating, and expanded their understanding
of art works.

This study is considered meaningful in the sense that it demonstrated that
appreciation class through art criticism contributes to the growth of children
into an aesthetic and creative person demanded in future society by helping
them take interest in art works, appreciate and express such works, and display

their potentials to the full.
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In order to enhance the effects of appreciation education through art criticism,
the teachers need to recognize the importance of art criticism and to have
abilities to teach art criticism methods effectively. Moreover, more research
should be conducted and data should be collected for developing various

appreciation materials and providing them to field teachers.
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