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<Abstract>

A Study of Parents’ Perception toward the Arts Program
in the Middle School

Kim, Jee-Young

Department of Art Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University, Korea
(Supervised by Professor: Kim, Bang-hee)

The quality of relations between schools and parents plays an
integral role in student success. Parents Perception in students’
education has been emphasized implications for students’ education.
Numerous studies show that parent perception i1s related with higher
student academic achievement, more positive student and parents
perceptions toward the education.

In middle school, the art program 1is perceived as an important
course because 1t provides aesthetic sentiments as well as an
innovative life characteristics. At the same time, it stresses on the
creativity and autonomy of students.

This study begins with a brief review of research showing the links
between parent perception and the art program in middle school. To
access claims about the parents’ perception and to better understand
evaluation methods used, I analyzed 19 attributes. These were selected
in several previous studies. A total of 337 survey were done and
gathered 321 during the winter season. Questionnaires completed which
gathered data such as socio—demographics, perceptions and attitudes.
The degree of parents perception was applied using b-point Likert

scale. The value 1’ indicates 'very low’ and ‘5’ means ’very high’.
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Data analysis involved the application of t-test, Chi—-square, and Anova,

The results of the research are as follows;

First, parents have high educational career and white color job are
interested in the art program. The parents concern about private art
program which may focuses on students’ innovation and potential
ability.

Second, parents are regarding the art program as an expression of
things, artistic talent of the their children, and innovation, but
geographic environment of the art program is limited and unsatisfied
level. The belief that student academic success can be improved
through the art programs, not the life-time job position.

Third, the effectiveness of parent perception is improving student
learning for the beauty, emotion, and education while students are
taking this program. They believe that it provides numerous
opportunities for improving links between students and their lives.

Fourth, the result suggest that general creative and artistic attitude
rather than specific skills as a maker of art is an important affective
point. Even though the art program is good to us, it is regarded as
positive improvement for the life.

Fifth, the strongest perception to study the arts was students’
awareness of the diversity of learning and opportunity for their talents.
However, sustainable study for the art program is depending on the
student’ talents and parents’ agreement.

Sixth, perception at the age of 40 yrs old group was higher score
for the studying of the art. Social positions and various -careers
encourage them to support their students’ arts in the academic
opportunities.

Seventh, parents who have female students are having more positive
support for their children’ opportunities at the art program. In addition,
these parents are higher scores for the recommendation and satisfaction
about the art program.

In conclusion, while this paper has many limitations, it shows that

the perception for the art program differs in parents’ ages, jobs, living
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conditions. Parents’ attitude toward the art program is the most
important factor and they are final decision-maker for their students’
various opportunities. Academic support for the students i1s needed to

increase their students’ talents in a more rigorous manner.

* A thesis is submitted to the Committee of Graduate School of Art Education, Jeju National
University in partial fulfillment of requirement for the degree of Master of Art Education in
2010.02.
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