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[ABSTRACT]

A Study On the USA Beef Syndrome and Development of Online
Public Opinion
- Focused on Mediadaum’s Debate Site 'Agora’

Se-Uk Oh
Dept. of Journalism & Public Relations

Cheju National University

Korea's hot issue during the first half of the year 2008 was USA beef
syndrome and going through the following candle demonstrations, the 'agora’,
online debate site gained a lot of public attention. Many journalists and
researchers noticed the 'agora’ as an influential producer of public arguments.
This study began with a question why the 'agora’ attracted such a public
attention and attempted to examine the development of online public opinion
in the "agora’.

At first, this study analyzed the number of traffic in ’'agora’ during 6
months, before and after April 18th, when the beef negotiation compromised.
This study collected and analyzed the number of articles, replies, and the
writers, especially the new writers per day. Consequently, it was found that
the number of new writers increased as well as the new articles, and the
replies increased the more considerably after that day the negotiation
confirmed. These findings present that lots of articles on 'agora’ were
continually read by people, and 'agora’ played a role as an actual debate
place.

Besides analyzing the quantity of users, this study examined the best
articles to know the actual issues of 'agora’ during the same time. As a

result, articles critical to the government and contents based on the internet
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informations increased after the 'beef agreement’. Also, description of writer’'s
private experiences gained much more public sympathy.

Finally, The result of this study presents the ’agora’ attracted public
attention after the beef negotiation because it had previously played a role as
a sort of communication or discussion place on economic issues like real
estate or stocks and so on. Having such a reliability as a means of
communication, the 'agora’ was able to gather much more people politically

critical to the government after the 'beef agreement’.

Keywords : USA beef syndrome, candle demonstration, 'agora’, online public

opinion, internet debate.
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