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'( Abstract )
A Study on Jang-Sijo as a Literary Genre

Young-hwan Kim

Department of the Korean Language
Graduate School of Education
Chefu National University

Cheju, Korea

Sijo, Korea's traditional set—form verse, has many works with poetic
license in its set-form. The writer has studied the problems with regard to
the form of Jamg-Sijo, which is considered to be a literary genre despite
its poetic structure,

He concludes the result of his study as follows:

1. There arises much confusion because of the ambiguous criterion that class-
ifies Jang-Sijo as ut-Sijo and Sasol-Sijo. That is to say, it is improper
to classify a Sijo according to the number of the syllables in a word-unit

or a stanza.

2 . The confusion will disappear completely when we classify it on the basis
of the number of the word-units in it. For example, we can classify uf-
Sijo as having 7-8 word-units and as Sasol-Sijo as having more than 8 word
-units.

Then, we can establish both of them as a literary genre named Jang-Sijo.

3. Jang-Sijo was composed on the spot when it was sung and lengthened while

it was handed down orally from generation to generation.

= A thesis submitted to the Commictee of the Graduate School of Educarion. Chem Natonal
University in partial fuifillment of the Requirements tor the degree of Master of Education
in May, 1984,
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It is quite natural that this literary genre, which reflected prosodic

essence and the spirit of humbler classes, should have undergone the

above-mentioned poetic license.

The strict regularity of the set-form in the genere was broken as a re-

sult of the desire to be freed from restraints that were imposed byauth-

ority
We may well consider the desire do be a main cause which lengthened Sijo.
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