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1
36) Frank G. Smith, D./H. Lawrence: The Rainbow (London: Edward Arnold, 1979) p. 56.

34) Leavis, p. 170.
35) Hough, p. 71.

al



omm g

&

37) FR Karl & M. Magalaner, A Reader's Guide to Great Twentieth Century English

Novels (New York: The Noonday Press, 1972), p. 177.
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38) C. Caudwell, "D.H Lawrence: A Borugeois Artist," The Critical Performance: An
Anthology of American and British Literary Criticism of Our Century, ed., S. E. Hyman
(New York: Vintage Books, 1962), p. 165.

39) Moynahan, p. 54.
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<Abstract>
DUALISM IN D.H LAWRENCE'S THE RAINBOW

Boo Joon

English Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Yang, Young—Soo

This dissertation is the study of the dualism of civilization and
nature, spirit and flesh and male and female as it appears in the
works of D. H. Lawrence.

Lawrence has been called a 'vitalist' when discussing his
literary thoughts. He mentioned that modern civilization's
intellectualism and science had ignored human beings' natural
instincts and destroyed original vitality for human relationships.
Against this social streams, he insisted that human beings
overcome this social blind spot by building human relationships
based on true vitality. His vitalism shows special features through

dualism.

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of master
of Education in August, 2006.
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The key to understanding Lawrence's concept of dualism is that
all things have the opposite forces in themselves, but the opposite
elements achieve complementary relation, keeping each
separateness, despite their conflicts and struggles.

For example, in his essay "Study of Thomas Hardy", Lawrence
explains the above—mentioned opposite forces in detail. He
classifies love, light, change as the attributes of the male
principle; and law, darkness, origin as those of the female
principle. The relation between male and female principle is not a
fusing of the two into one but a complementation of the one by
the other. Therefore, harmony and balance resulting from conflicts
1s the main theme in Lawrence's literary works. To establish an
1deal relationship, Lawrence embodies the conflict and harmony of
spirit and flesh, male and female in opposing relations between
Nature and civilization.

The major theme in Loawrence's works, the relationship
between men and women is closely connected with self—
fulfillment. The way for a vital person to be a whole—being and
to achieve a satisfying life is to discover "complete ego". For
example, the heroes and the heroines of 7he Kainbow should
meet the requirements of "blood—intimacy" and extension of "a
range of Dbeing" for the achievement of a perfected
self—fulfillment. These contribute to the balance and harmony of
male principle and female principle. In 7he Rainbow nobody

achieves the fulfillment of "blood—intimacy" and the extension of
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"a range of being" which they aimed. But the characters of the
Rainbow make progress towards a perfected self—fulfillment in a
slight way by widening their experience.

Specifically, in the first generation, Tom and Lydia achieved a
creative relationship on the side of blood—intimacy. However,
they don't transcend the boundaries of the Marsh Farm. In the
second generation, Anna meets Will in the hope of enlarging her
experience beyond the Marsh Farm. However, their spiritual
contact is lost because of their self—seeking and physical love.
Anna is unfulfilled and lives a comfortable life in Cossethay
relinquishing the adventure to the wunknown. In the third
generation, Ursula wants to extend herself to the maximum.
Though Skrebensky brings her a strong sense of the outer world,
he can't be a suitable partner for Ursula. So they can't establish
an 1deal human relationship any more. But Ursula's rainbow
implies the prelude of revival which will be achieved in the
future.

Lawrence, who was seriously concerned about the devastation
of humanity caused by excessive industrialism and modern
civilization, tried to illustrate the tragic features of civilization to
readers by showing the machine—like lifelessness of many of his
characters in his literary works, which is intended as a ringing

alarm bell for modern civilization.
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