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<ABSTRACT>

A Study on Early Works of Musanokojisaneasseu and New Village

- centering on humanity and its practice -

Jo, Jeong-Geum

Japanese Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Kim, Nan-Hee

As an influential writer, Musanokojisaneasseu who dominated Dajeonggi from
learning academy took an active part through Baekhwapa. In the conservative
atmosphere of Daejonggi in which class distinction of age and social position in
Myeongchi period existed, he was supported by many young people at that time
by inspiring new value. Main belief of Saneasseu is unlimited trust toward
human. When the premodern element overflew and ordinary value of individual
was not recognized yet, he tried to renovate with the power of literature. His
literature, in the aspect of nature of literature, is lack of refinement. And the
device and rhetoric which are exquisiteness of only literary works are not added
to his works, which leads to dry atmosphere of his literature. However, it
always pursues truth. Even though he, once respected Tolstoy, did not accept
immorality and salvation of Christianity, he absorbed deeply love toward human.
As a positive viewpoint toward human through his whole life, he created works
based on the natural bright personality. Tolstoy and Meterulrink had a big

effect on his works. Regarding the year 1918 as the period when his religious

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education in
February, 2002.

,63,



and humanity personality began to appear, this study examined his human love
through his works "Ujeongy and THangbokjay and also examined in connection
with new village which was a place for practice.

In the TUjeongy , humanity was reviewed through friendship between
Daegung and Yado. These two people were close friends. However, by
intervening woman Samja between them, the conflict happened. Their friendship
came to a crisis in front of love. But Sinaeasseu showed humanity based on the
concern through Daegung leaving for foreign country because of friendship.
Through Yado, he showed firm figure of human selecting a way of comeback,
not bearing dislike or hatred toward a friend in the pain of disappointed love.
Humanity through love between man and woman escaped existed predominance
man over woman and showed progressive viewpoint of woman which considers
importantly the fate of woman.

In the stress of emphasis on self-sacrifice love of Tolstoy, he came to know
by chance Meterulrink. Under his influence, he was deeply interested in "self”.
Meterulrink emphasized strong inner self controlling fate rather than being
dominated by fate. Sinaeasseu was strongly fascinated by Meterulrink’s idea.
Main character Daegun, Yado and Samja did not overlook on themselves in any
situation and not give up their growth and maturity. So, these were related to
Meterulrink’s idea.

In "Hangbokjay , more deep love was described than "Ujeong; . Sinaeasseu
pursed true life and religious life. By realizing Agape, he tried to make more
beautiful world. As an attempt to inform this idea to members of new village,
he used it as a message. A student "I” following a teacher developed a story as
a narrator and humanity of a teacher being seen in the eyes of "I” was
described in the style of retrospection. Among people of various type through
the meeting of a teacher, actual humanity of a teacher was examined.
Reminding of the Son Jesus, the figure of Jesus looking at the viewpoint of
positivism reflected. In spite of practicing good behavior, a teacher fell into a
plot and got hatred. However, he showed deep humanity by accepting them.
Through unlimited love accepting other’s guilty and fault along with his

unselfish love, Sinaeasseu showed possibility of another humanity. In the same
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period, assuming a work [Yaso; , he was fascinated with religion and
established new village based on his enthusiastic love and interest in God and
human. Not human love of academic discussion, by practicing actual love over
the small stage of literature, new village was his experimental idea for making

ideal community in which labor and mental life were harmonized with.
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