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ABSTRACT

A Study on The Shaman Folk Painting

Kim Byoung Hwa

Department of Fine Arts Education major
Graduate School of Education,

Supervised by Professor Yang, Chang Be

There is no conclusive proof as to who began to create Shaman folk paint-
ings. When they came into existence and how they have changed until now.

A painting has had an important role to perform in the shaping of hunan
history from time immemorial to present, but the reason may be left to the
wild imagination why people have excluded a shaman folk painting from pure arts
and why it has not been justified in its origin and has been interfused  into
the category of a Buddist painting in its course of transition. It is only
inferred that shamanistic rituals caused a shamanistic Buddist painting to take
firm shape, and accordingly the history of 4 shaman folk painting is longer than
any other form of paintings, from a theoretical point of view.

Some shaman folk paintings date from the era of Three Kingdoms on the
Authority of Tan'gun mythology expressed in Memorabilia of the Three Kingdoms.
Others which extended over unified Silla, Koryo, and Choson may have been ro
oted in the middle of Yi dynasty.

The shrine for a tutclary deity (Tang) and Shaman folk paintings reveal
the evidence that Yi dynasty materalized the policy of Anti-Buddism and Pro
confucianism, but on the other hand, people were permitted to follow Shama
nism or folk rituals.

In spite of that the reason we cant trace the origin of these shaman



folk paintings, which is called to have been drawn under the spell of a demon's
charms, is that a shaman burnt his own recipe for his paintings to ashes when
his family line broke on his gencration.

These paintings involve the pure elements of religion to a degree but their
purity 1s nothing but the purity that a shamanistic and primitive religion posse-
SSses.

From an aethetic point of view the technique in the law of perspective is
inverse perspective, and the color tone based on the primary color which is
peculiar to that of Korea is vivid red-and-blue.

These characteristics symbolize the existence of a spirit, or ten spirits
treated as heroes in the shaman folk paintings of Che ju Island show that those
patntings arc not interfused into any Buddist paintings, not to mention their
pure meanings.

Such are distinct unity and common features that they are printed by only
onc person and Ten spirits are scated figures in full fuce.

The color contrast, composition, form, color tone, and pure beauty like
a juvenile drawing expressed in Shaman folk paintings leave impression on us
that these characteristicsare, to a degree, connected with the contemporary

paintings.

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education.
Cheju Nuational University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the

degree of Master of Education in 1987. 12.
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