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<Abstract>

— A study on Murakami Haruki’s early work -

Attaching importance to a point of view
and a symbol of ‘T’ ‘and mouse’ in [a trilogy of mouse]

Park Jin-hyang

Japanese Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Supervised by Kim Nan-hee

This paper is designed for focusing -on a study of Haruki's early work [a
trilogy of mousel. This is aimed at considering how 1is ‘the sense of
psychological loss’ of characters changing to an ‘affirmation’ toward life. As a
way of study, a point of view role of ‘T and ‘mouse and the change that T
and ‘mouse’ symbolize in each work were considered.

First, I studied the reason that the work’s era background is stayed in the
1970’s to help you understand [a trilogy of mousel. As a result of that, I drew
a conclusion that the cause of ‘the sense of loss’ of characters is related with
the era from the 1960’s to the early 1970's when Haruki grew. I could notice
that Haruki has experienced ‘the loss of position’, or ‘the loss of reason for
being’ that could not only belong to the generation of student’s activity but
also belong to the older generation because he experienced the student’'s
activity of Japan from the 1960’s to the 1970’s.

Second, I studied the reason why the first person T and supporting ‘mouse’

appear parallel. In the role of point of view in T and ‘mouse’, both were the

¥ A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduated School of Education, Cheju
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of
Education in August, 2006.
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characters speaking for Haruki. Although each background of [a trilogy of
mouse] is in the 1970’s, Haruki writes on the basis of point of view ‘the
present’.

So, Haruki needed two sight of the present T and the past T. After all, I
could know that each T and ‘mouse’ are the characters in charge of the
present time and the past time.

I considered what do T and ‘mouse’ symbolize on the basis of changing in
attituded of ‘T and ‘mouse’. Although they are the characters speaking for
Haruki, they symbolized differently.

Haruki described the different figures of younger generation suffering from
vanity, an ideal and the loss left with the confused era through the contrastive
role of T and ‘mouse’.

However, [a trilogy of mouse] express not only the sense of loss in that era
but also an affirmative attitude toward life. Haruki showed that he checks
what has lost in that confused era; parts the world of the past, notion in the
end and the will to return to the real world in [a trilogy of mouse].

In short, I think that Haruki's early work [a trilogy of mouse] showed
Haruki’s own portrait standing the pain of loss through the symbol change of

characters ‘T and ‘mouse’.
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