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<Abstract>

A Study on the Aesthetic Consciousness in Mongolian Spot

Younock Kang

A major in Korean Language and Education,

Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Supervised by Prof. Ahn Seongsoo

This study aims at figuring out, adopting the novel Mongolian Spot written by
Han Gang as a text, the protagonist’s aesthetic consciousness embodied as a
symbolic artist of post-capitalistic era. To get to these goals, I tried to illustrate,
with the study on the streams of desire on characters done, how the pursuit of
absolute beauty has carried and how that pursuit has met its limit, based on the
theory of desire advocated by Gilles Deleuze and Felix Guattari.

The pursuing process of protagonist for absolute beauty and its limit can be
summarized with the theory of desire as follows:

1. The protagonist craves for the flight from desire and deterritorialization, via
video art works, to escape from the already—-made video art works that made him
feel disillusioned.

2. The protagonist is in discord, in the pursuing process for absolute beauty, with
his desire for creation of art works entangled with his desire of sex with his
sister-in-law. After completing video work Mongolian Spot 1, he carried out his
flight from desire by creating Mongolian Spot 2, taking advantage of sexual
intercourse with his sister -in-law.

3. The characteristics of structure of desire in post—capitalism causes a conflict in

the protagonist’s process for seeking absolute beauty, running into its limit. In the
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process of creating art works, the protagonist is indulged in his identity of an
"artist’, among those many, transformed by desiring-product. That leads the
protagonist to the destruction of such social orders as ethics and other various social
conventions. The result is that the protagonist is sent to a mental hospital by his
wife and that the desire for fulfilling absolute beauty has failed.

4. The absolute beauty has its limit in itself that it cannot transcend ethics,
conventions, and other social systems. The protagonist, nevertheless, dreaming of the
flight from desire to fulfill the absolute beauty, emphasizes that desire is continuously
productive and creative.

This study is of significance in a sense that it examines a novel with some
philosophical theories of desire since in modern Korean novels rare works have dealt
with philosophy. It also is believed that this study broadens the conceptual extent of
subjectivity through the analysis of the pursuing process for absolute beauty and its

limit with "the theory of desire,’

% This thesis is submitted to the Committee of Graduate School of Education, Cheju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education in

August, 2007.
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