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A study on the Myén Am’s Chinese poems

—Mainly on the Exile poems—

Kim Kyong Kook

Myon Am(1833-1906) has lived in the end of Chosén Dynasty, when the in-
fluence of a foreign country came on like a flood. After he had studied under
Yi Hang Rho, the great Confucianist, he held an office in the government. But
he met with all kinds of national contradiction and offered much resistance to
them. In consequence, he was arrested and was exiled to the Che-ju island
and Huk-san island for some four years. In his later years he criticized
severely the intervention in the domestic affairs by the Japanese and raised an
army in the cause of restoration of its full sovereignty. In the long run he died
in Tsushima island of Japan.

The end of this thesis is to interpret and appreciate Myon Am’s exile poems
and in addition, is to study how his thoughts are reflected in his works by the
interpretation of the life of My6n Am, a conservative, and his exilic
backgrounds.

The charateristics of his exile poems can be represented in three aspects, i
e. oneness with nature, the spirit of patriotism, and humanism. He tried to
uphold the esthetic and contemplative view of nature of the early pioneers and
moreover, showed us the spirit of overcoming nature. In nature poems he
chiefly described the absence of vulgarity (or unworldliness), self-satisfaction,
and love for nature. And he also represented the spirit of a scholar who held
communion with nature. But never was he lost in sentiment and sorrow.
Especially, “unworldliness” in his nature poems means self-discipline as

practical doctrine, not a retired escape.
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While other poets had their own view of literature, he didn’t have. But he
thought that literature is, that is to say, philosophy. So, in his patriotic poems
he represented a firmer resolution worrying about his country than any other
poet.

These poems consist of philosophical poems, noble spirit poems that his
resolution is compared to a pine tree or chrysanthemum, and lamentable
poems that deplore the situation of those days.

In his humanistic poems, there is tranquilty without sentiment and sorrow
represented in other poets’ poems. He described tender-hearted humanity in
this kind of poems. Therefore, his poems are properly balanced among their
three aspects and this is the reflection of a scholarly spirit which formed the
main stream of the then thoughts. So I would llike to regard his poems as a

scholarly poem.

The significance of his exile poems in the literary history resolves itself into
the following four points. First, in-spite of the great change by the Japanese
we cna see his powerful consciousness of the importance of tradition in his

poems. Second, though he laid more stress on its content than its form in
writing a poems, we can see powerful artistic quality in his poems, especialy
in his humanistic poems. This means that he expanded the realm of chinese

poem.

Finally, he got over the discontinuity of classical literature and inherited the

traditional poetry.
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