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A Study of the Production of
Horse-shaped Clay Figurines

Yang, Mi Gyeong

Major : Craft Design
Dept. of Industrial Design
Graduate School of Industrial
Cheju National University

Supervised by Professor Huh, Min Ja

Summary

Tow is small clay figurines shaped like humans, animals, household
goods, and even houses. Clay figurines were excavated in not only
Korea but also all around the world. Despite different modeling
qualities, they were made as the symbols to pray for abundance and
fertility, and also used for burial items. As indicated by a number of
clay figurines excavated especially in Shilla and Gaya historical sites,

they were actively produced in Korea since the Three Kingdoms period.

Shilla clay figurines, depicting the scenes of dancing, singing, playing
musical instruments, and man and woman making love, demonstrate
thought and life in those days. People at that time were influenced by

nature worship and animism, the belief that souls inhabit all objects
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and nature; the belief in recurring worlds that life after death is same
as life in this world; and worship for Earth Mother, the belief that
earth’s life has to do with female fertility. These clay figurines show
ancient people’s fear of death; worship for the sky, earth, and sun and

wishes for abundance and fertility.

Clay figurines, usually made with simple hands, are characterized by
their unartful shapes. They are symbolically expressed through an
exaggeration or bold abbreviation of some parts of the body. Their
forms are particularly marked by vitality, naturalness, and witty,
humorous beauty. Found were many animal-shaped clay figurines,
especially like horse rider-shaped and horse-shaped figurines. As a
cultural symbol, the horse appears in ancient cave paintings, Goguryeo
tomb murals, and Shilla heavenly horse pictures. From ancient times
the horse was regarded as a mystic animal linking between heaven and
earth; a psychic medium between this world and the world to come;
and an animal carrying the soul of the deceased to the kingdom of

heaven.

The horse is the animal of great significance in Jeju history and
culture, as shown by Tamna-sunryeok-do (portrait of inspection tour of
Tamna) portraying the scene of choosing Jeju horses to present to the
king and Gosu-mokma depicting an idyllic scenery in which horses
graze against the Jeju's peaceful setting. I refer to these cultural
symbolism and Jeju horses designated as the precious natural treasure

No. 347, as the theoretical background of my Tow making as follows.

Firstly, I create horse-shaped clay figurines, on a theoretical basis as
occult icons and burial items. Secondly, I apply the position at attention,
one of the features of Egyptian art, to reinforce solidness and express

the true nature of clay figurines. As my pursuit of this nature is linked

= vii -



to archetypal images, my work making is based on the Carl Jung's
archetype theory. Thirdly, I refer to Jeju's geopolitical position along
with Wilhelm Worringer's "urge to abstraction” theory that the initial
artistic impulse in humanity had been towards abstraction, due to
infertile, heartless natural surroundings and uncertainties about the

future.

I throw clay figurines with simple hands, pounding the clay with a
paddle to earn solidness. I make use of the Jeju clay with a high
degree of iron content, to express the image of reddish brown Jeokda,
one of Jeju horse species. I do the first firing at 800C and the second
firing between 1,180C and 1,250C after applying ash glaze, to
represent the natural beauty of Towand characteristics of Jeju horses
Jeokda and Gara.

In conclusion, this study i1s a new attempt to bring about diverse
modeling qualities through a combination of the features of Tow and
Egyptian art. It also focuses on Jeju horse’s characteristics and its
meaning in terms of form, underlining Jeju's cultural symbols and the

importance of their expression.

However, there is a limit in a representation of Tow'’s nature and
archetypal image. This i1s because Tow was usually made to use for
practical daily life, not to display merely. I come to realize its
archetypal image can be reproduced when 1 see ancient people’s
thoughts and wishes in a holy state derived from my mind. There are
some lacks in my exploration of horse’s nature and archetypal image, if
approached through the concept of Egyptian art’s position at attention.
The task I will face in the future is to make diverse attempts to

express the features of Jeju horses, in the firing process.
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23

size 5x24.5x12.5, 2.5x22x14, 4.8x13.7x11.5(cm)

3 3-1
size 5.5%24x13, 5.5%24.5x13.5(cm)

_54_



N

)
!

e

AR

’

of & webs] Wil A Ao Abazt wel

XH
4

o

k.

Ptk <#E 2>

5]

CEE

ZF 3ol

(o)
=

=
5

]

AFrte 54

KeR
|

<AE 3>

SRR

=

il

o

0
Mo

o

wjr

g 2ol w

. 2y o
ANEH o

%

4
™

o
g
™

5

=
1=

Z} o
P

Ao Al

=
R

shairh

SFaLAf

_55_



2 4

size 6.5%23x15, 6.8x24x12, 6x23.8x13(cm)
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Rt
size 6x19x12.5, 6.5x23x13, 6.5x20%x12(cm)
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2 6.

size 5x15.5x17.5, 4x15.5%17, 5x15.5%17.5(cm)

3 6-1.

size 7.5x16.5%15, 7x14x12(cm)
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25 7
size 3x27x13.5, 2.5x23x10 2.5x18x9(cm)

25 7-1.
size 2x24x11, 1.5x17x7(cm)
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2 8.

size 8x22x16, 6x21x12.5(cm)

A4F 81,
size 7x23x12.5, 7x20x12, 7x19x10.5(cm)
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