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<Summary>
A Study on Rembrandt's Self — portraits

Hyun, Hye—jung

Major in Arts Education
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Kim, Yong—hwan

As a creative act, art endlessly continues by the human nature to find out himself.
It is distinguished in self—portrait among the various genres of painting.

It is called self—portrait to paint a picture of himself by the realistic or impressive
ways. It appeared in 15th century — the early years of the Renaissance — and was
made a lot after Renaissance when many people can develop their own personality.

Rembrandt Harmenszoon van Rijn is famous as a great Dutch master who has lot of
self—portrait. An artist incorporate his thought in his works and the people who enjoy
the works can enrich their lives. In this context Rembrandt is regarded as one of the
important people in the Netherlands of 17th century.

His self—portraits express his life and experiences and then light up his life. He
makes the best use of light to emphasize the color and the contrast between light
and shade. It's the feature throughout his works. And judging by this, he wants to
express interior human spirit with his self—portraits.

The portraits and self—portraits of him clearly express psychological descriptions
through the light and shade.

His periods of life effect his techniques such as splendid touch, plentiful color, light
and darkness pouring from the sky, power, keen insight and excellent light handling
which has the feeling of religious competence.

This dissertation seeks to investigate and analyze originality of Rembrandt's
self—portraits based on the literature cited and preceding data. I will divide his work
life into some periods and compare the masterpieces of each period with the other
artists'.

I divide it into 4 segment and roughly into 2 periods.

In early period he used dramatic contrast between light and shade and strong
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description and had multiple subjects in his paintings. He displayed lots of physical
actions in his works. They was energetic having a melodramatic feelings. The canvas
was smooth with high technics.

However, in the later period he used delicate shading with golden gleam and brown
tone. He describe silence and speculative mood in his painting and simplify the
subjects. The characters in the paintings were expressed mentality—centered so the
works had a quiet and solemn atmosphere. As opposed to the early period the canvas
was filled with clear and thick touches.

When we see a self—portrait, usually we are just curious how he was look. But
Rembrandt values serious introspection while he is painting himself.

He focused on his face and became a intellectual master who could see through
and freely control light and shade. It's hard to find another artist who has anxiety
and distress like Rembrandt in the history of art. He was a seeker who studied the
relationships between mankind and the world, artist and God, momentary words and

everlasting expression. So he can have a great influence over the history of art.

¥ A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education in
2007, 08.
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