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Abstract

Yoon, Hee-Kil

Cheju National University Graduate School
Dept. of Journalism and Public Relations

This paper examines the language and terminology wused in radio
broadcasting. First, a framework for radio language and terminology was
constructed. Next, a critical analysis of radio broadcasting language use was
conducted.  Finally, corrective measures for addressing improper radio
broadcasting language were proposed.

Modern people are exposed to a constant stream of broadcast language
from a variety of broadcast media such as radio and others. Whether people
are aware of it or not, their speech habits are subtly influenced by the
language they are bombarded with daily from the broadcast media. This is
why broadcast language should serve as a language instructor to citizens.
However, many game shows currently use lots of slang and jargon and
programs filled with puns and risque dialogue are the order of the day,
resulting in severe pollution of media language. Also, poor broadcast
language can exert a negative influence on the language habits of children,
who readily accept whatever they hear. A reform of broadcast language
standards is desperately needed and the number of those demanding such
changes is steadily increasing.

Amidst such a broadcast language environment, this paper examined the
KBS report entitled,  “esults of the DBroadcast Language  Review”
systematically analyzed and classified the types of language misuse and
finally proposed some solutions to meet these problems.

This research paper is divided into five chapters. Chapters 2, 3, and 4
comprise the man points of the paper. In Chapter 2, radio broadcasting
language and related theory are organized and presented. The topics covered
include  reliance on  auditory input for radio-only  broadcasts, the
characteristics and features of radio-only broadcasting, characteristics and
requirements of broadcast language, and the influence that broadcasting
language and culture exerts on society.

Chapter 3 more concretely lays out the kinds of language misuse observed
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in the KBS Language Review Committee Report, "Results of the Broadcast
Language Review” (the review was conducted from Nov. 2004 to May 2005).
Some information from the KBS review of radio broadcast language is used
in this paper, namely, the number of radio broadcast errors and
classification of the error types. Analysis of these errors is conducted using
Lim Tae-Sup’s 5 analytical criteria of sincerity, formality, politeness,
fairness, and sophistication in broadcasting. The results of the analysis
revealed that the category of sincerity, the bedrock of broadcasting language,
had the most errors. This runs counter to the Korean people’s character and
their expectation of non-vulgar language. Top among the ermrors in the
category of sincerity were the use of slang, jargon, and vulgarities, which
highlights the need to clean up broadcast speech. A further analysis of the
programs on which such errors occur most often revealed that radio game
shows and the everpopular pop music programs misused language more
often than other programming categories. Also, celebrity guests on these
programs exhibited a high number of language usage errors.

Chapter 4 proposes some measures to address cases of language misuse
identified in Chapter 3. First, it is proposed that the overwhelmingly
prevalent practice of having radio program producers - invite celebrities should
be discarded. Second, 'a strict system of accountability that utilizes penalties
should be enforced for those radio hosts or guests who misuse language
while on the ar. Third, there needs to be a broadcast language education
program to help raise the level of language used on the radio.
Non-specialists should be wused in such education programs, for example
celebrities, radio program hosts, and producers. Also, a variety of
educational methods appropriate for today’s listeners should be utilized.
Fourth, in order to make sure correct language is used on the air, a
listener-based  monitoring  system  for  broadcasting language  should be
introduced. If listeners hear inappropriate or vulgar language on the radio,
language that insults listeners, or other offensive content, listeners or civic
groups should have the power to keep offenders from going on the air or to
request the firing of offenders by submitting requests online.

Because language is the foundation of our intellectual culture and the
fundamental factor affecting creativity, we must ensure that the language
that is broadcasted is positive, sound, and correct. We should make an effort
to correct broadcasting language problems as they occur and realize the
importance of such efforts.
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