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<Abstract>

The Examination of Donghak Educational Philosophy

Jang Won-Bae

Major in Social Studies Education
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Han, Seok-]Ji

Donghak (Eastern Learning) - philosophy ~was the people’s awakening
thought that gave them great hopes on a new era in the time of despair due
to foreign and domestic crises and political, moral, and social corruption of
Joseon society in the 19th century. Donghak pursued respect for human rights
and egalitarianism based on equalitarian principles of 'Innecheon’ and
'Sainyeocheon.’ Thus, the equalitarian philosophy 1is still educating and
enlightening to Korean people of today.

Accordingly, Donghak philosophy was a enlightening movement to awake
and humanize the people as well as an educational philosophy. However,
while there have been a great deal of research on religious and philosophical
meanings of Donghak, there haven’t been enough studies to discover an
educational meaning of the philosophy that could be directly linked to

education. The question here is that how it could be feasible to

% A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate of Education, Cheju National University in
partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master Education in August, 2002.
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examine Donghak philosophy in terms of education besides religion or
enlightenment. Its answer depends on how education can be interpreted.
Education is the reaction of cultural and social functions, and educational
problems can’t be separated from our tradition. These aspects of education
are the basis for analyzing the philosophy in terms of education. From this
point of view, the purpose of this study was to suggest modern educational
meanings of Donghak philosophy by examining educational thought that were
included in the philosophy.

To conduct this study, 'Donggyeongdaejeon’ and 'Yongdamyusa,’
scriptures of Donghak, were examined as well as related books of reference
with concentration on the educational aspect. The structure of this study is
as follows:

The chapter I explains the reason why Donghak should be studied in
terms of education. It also states the range and method of the study.

The chapter II examines fundamental ideas of Donghak and social and
idealogical backgrounds of Joseon period in order to discover the source of the
philosophy.

The chapter III discloses educational thought that were fundamental to
the educational aspect of the philosophy.

The chapter IV presents the modern meaning of the educational thought
that are included in the philosophy based on the theory from its educational
aspect.

The chapter V is the conclusion that discusses the significance and
modern meaning of educational ideas through the examination of the
educational aspect of the philosophy.

Based on the findings of this study, fundamental ideas of Donghak can
be summarized into the dignity of human beings and national identity. In
other words, the philosophy pursued social reform to help the people live in a

humane society and claimed that the purpose of a state was to have them
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achieve happiness.

Therefore, Donghak philosophy considered human beings as the ultimate
purpose and pursued the nurture of people with self-awareness and national
identity. Educational meanings were included in the realization of the
purposes.

Modern educational meanings that were revealed through the examination
of the philosophy are as follows:

The first meaning is an educational idea of humanism. Donghak denied
the discriminate view of human beings in a feudal society and claimed that the
dignity of humans is related to heaven by stating that "“each person is
heaven.”

This principle of 'Innecheon’ was an idea that began to realize the
dignity of human beings and equality. It was also a declaration of
self-awareness. The principle of 'Innecheon’ with 'Sicheonju’ can be
considered as a humanist educational idea and a solution to problems of
estrangement and dehumanization in a modern society. On that ground, it has
modern educational importance.

The second meaning is an educational idea of moralism.  Donghak
strived for formation of self-controlling character with morality through
"Susimjeonggi.’ The fact that the philosophy emphasized self-controlling
practice proves substantial importance to modern education of morality. The
reason why we are interested in the philosophy is that we place more weight
on formation of self-controlling character than on enlightenment and social
reform. On that account, the philosophy contains educational value that is
important to the aspect of educational thought and modern education.

The third meaning 1s an educational idea of nationalism. Donghak
formed a philosophical system that pursued national security and prosperity as
basis ideas through independence and awareness in the time of a national

crisis at the end of Joseon period. This reaction of Donghak was highly
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unique and came from the grass-root level. Furthermore, 'Dongguiilche’
principle of the philosophy is to resolve conflicts naturally and can be applied
to a modern society. Accordingly, it can be utilized to dissolve confrontations
and conflicts between different regions, classes, and nations, and it can be
reinterpreted as a reunifying philosophy to overcome contradiction and
irrationality caused by the division of the Korean peninsula. For that reason,
Donghak bears great educational significance even to modern times as a

guiding principle for the reunification of two Koreas.
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