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<Abstract>

A Study on the Ethical Practice of Donghak Thought

Yang Won-cheol

National Ethics Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Ahn Chang-buom

Not only did Donghak influence the modern history of Korea, but it also
has historical significance in Education. That is, Donghak brought about the
equabty of humans and encouraged national identity. So, this essay attempts
to research into the ethical practice of Donghak Thought in everyday life and
to find alternatives of education for the present.

This article researches into the background of Donghak, a view of human
and nature Donghak, in particular, emphasized the peoples’ character and
human dignity in need of propagation. The main idea of Donghak especially
is the desire which worships the Hanulrim(Sichunju) and human worship as
Hanulrim(Sainyochun), signified human dignity. A view of nature in Donghak
is a theory of circulation. Namely, the idea, “lechunsikchun”, shows concerns
in helping one another in the natural world.

Next, | examined the subject matter of the ethical practice of Donghak on

the part of an individual’s life, home, social life, nation and within the race.

¥ A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education,
Cheju National University 1n partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree
of Master of Education in August, 2000
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First, on the side of individual life, Donghak influenced ideal forms of life
because it emphasized truthful attitudes. Choi Si-hyung practiced a humble
and industrious life in the propagation.

Secondly, on the side of home life, Donghak showed a view of the home in
a new way by emphasizing the importance of the home. So Donghak believed
that equahty of humans began with the equality between husband and wife.
And children were recognized as being persons ever since they were in the
womb.

Thirdly, on the side of social life, Donghak recognized human dignity of the
people and they brought about a change of consciousness In the ranks’
distinction.

Fourthly, on the side of nation and race, Donghak showed a change in the
sense of values, emphasizing the rescue of the nation and race. That is,
Donghak spreaded out the contro! which belonged only to the ruling class to
the general people.

Finally, T presented the subject matter of the Ethical Practice of Donghak
Thought.

First, practice of desirable life began changing one’s sense of value,

Secondly, importance of home is reconsidered. That is, education should
first begin in the home.

Thirdly, it makes us aware of the importance for recovery of human nature
and social ethics, and keeping of the natural environment,

Fourthly, it emphasized that our existence and prosperity for the nation and

race hes within ourselves.
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