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The historical meaning of social contract theory
- Comparison of social contract theory of Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau -
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[Abstract]

The historical meaning of the social contract theory

- Comparison of social contract theory of Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau -

Ko, Bong-Jin
FProfessor, Jeju National Univ., Lawschool

When the teleclogical view of the world of Aristoteles began to disintegrate,
many thinkers tried thought experiment with the social contract theory,
Thomas Hobbes, John Locke and Jean-Jacques Rousseu are three great

philosophers of social contract theory. In their theories we can find the
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difference of theory construction. The theoretical difference of the nature
condition leads to the theoretical difference of the social contract. This
explains why their explanations of state and political power are so different,

But the heyday of social contract theory is over. There are two main
reasons. We never make a social contract once, If we don't have a social
contract, we are not bound by a social contract. The government is also not
bound by a social contract.

Nevertheless Attempts to establish the basic structure of society have
significant meanings. The theory of social contract opposes the attempt to
establish the social order along with the nature law or the divine order.
With the new theory of social contract Thomas Hobbes, John Locke and
Jean-Jacques Rousseu advocate that human béing and human society are

not preordained by the nature or God.

Key words : Thomas Hobbes, John Locke, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, nature'

condition, social contract
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