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<Abstract>

Effect of Reading Education Program

on the Social Competence of Children

Major in Counseling Psychology,

Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University Jeju, Korea

Heo, Ji-yeon

Supervised by Professor Park, Jeong-hwan

The purpose of this studyl! was to validate whether the reading education program
was effective in enhancing the ability of children to adjust to the society. For that,

the following questions of research was set forth:

1. Does the reading education program have an effect on the improvement of
social competence of children?

2. Does the reading education program have an effect on the improvement of
social competence, in terms of its sub-category that outgoing behavior,

interpersonal adjustment, social participation, leadership, and popularity?

To answer the questions of this research above, the subject of research was
selected, preliminary survey was conducted, followed by the organization of
education group and comparative group, application of reading education program,
after-the—fact survey, statistical processing and data analysis.

The subject of this study was the fifth and sixth graders of K Elementary

School and S Elementary School in consideration of the number of students for

1) This thesis submitted to Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju National

University in partial fulfillment of requirements for the degree of Master of Education in August,
2007.
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each grade, the gender composition, gender, age, and working period of home
room teachers, after investigating the status of fifth and sixth graders of
elementary school located in the western area of Jeju—do.

And the test was conducted to evaluate their ability to adjust to society and
validate the homogeneity among groups, and then thirty two(32) fifth and sixth
graders of K Elementary School were designated as the education group, and thirty
four(34) fifth and sixth graders of S Elementary School were designated as the
control group.

Social competence test developed by Park Geum-ok(1998) based on children’s social
ability scale - which had been designed by Roh Myeong—hee(1995), Do
Hyeon-sim(1994), Lee Gyeong-hee(1993), Kohn & Roseman(1972), et al- was used in
this study, which was composed of 50 questions in all based on Likert type 5 score
scale with 10 questions for five subcategories associated with sociability, interpersonal
skill, social engagement, leadership, and popularity, all are affirmative sentences.

The reading education program in this study looked into related literatures and
preceding studies, and was modified by this researcher and restructured in
consultation with the guiding professor in a way suitable for the subjects of research
on the basis of the 'reading healing program’ developed by Kim Hyeon-hee, et
al(2004) which dealt with young children and elementary school students, as well as
the activities presented by Doll & Doll(1997). The reading education program was
implemented once a week, 40 to 50 minutes each session, involving the fifth and
sixth graders of elementary school, during the period of 12 weeks in all.

For the analysis of data, Windows SPSS 14.0 program was used to conduct t—-Test
at the significance level of p<.01 and p<.05.

In addition, the ability of children to adjust to the society was evaluated on the
basis of the children’s activity evaluation sheet which was written up for every
session from the second to eleventh session, and the observation record kept by
this researcher, as well as the records kept by the home room teacher of the
sixth graders in relation to the changed behavior in relation to the children’s

ability to adjust to society when the program was complete.

The findings of this study indicated the followings:
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First, the ability of children to adjust to society was improved significantly among
those who participated in the reading education program, compared to those who did
not.

Second, the ability of children to adjust to society, in terms of its
sub-category that outgoing behavior, interpersonal adjustment, social participation,
leadership, and popularity, was improved significantly among those who participated
in the reading education program, compared to those who did not.

Third, it was validated that the reading education program had a significant
effect on the development of social competence, providing an opportunity to
understand themselves and others through various activities that use books, in
consideration of the observation by this researcher and each home room teacher
and the analysis on the children’s description of their impressions that aimed to
overcome the constraints of quantitative analysis.

Those findings of this study confirmed that the reading education program
would help children expand their understanding about themselves, clarify
interpersonal relationship, and broaden their perspective, facilitating children to
achieve their goals in the society using appropriate social competence and the
interaction with the environment within the social framework and grow into
desirable way, ultimately enhancing their skill to adjust to the society.

Therefore, reading education program will have an educational value that
promotes the social competence and personality development if it is applied to

the real education situation in elementary schools.
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