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A STUDY OF TAO YUAN MING’ S THOUGHT

SHIN, YOUNG-DAE
Department of Chinese Language and Literature

Cheju National University Graduate School

(Academic advisor : Kwak, Th-Boo)

(abstract)

This study was done on the poet, Tao Yuan Ming (365~427) who lived a poor,
simple life from the end of Dong Jin(BR¥) to the beginning of Liu Song(FI%K),
taking the pleasure of poverty, sowing and planting.

His poems show that he had a complicated thought. He grew up in
Confucianism, but since his youth he repeated entering his public life and
retiring in order to make his own living.

Since his life as a hermit, the pedantic tendency and Buddhist mood are found
in his poems. The trend of his thought has complex aspects, which has
something to do with his conflict and loneliness in the social conflict from the
political and social disorder.

The study is aimed to understand Tao Yuan Ming in a broad sense through
his poems, who was eager to search for the truthful meaning of his life by
rural life.

With regard to the study of his thought, there have been a lot of researches of
his thought through his poems. Above all, there have been a lot of
achievements in his the research of his thought. However, the evaluation of his
thought shows a complicated aspect, which is due to the different viewpoints of
many scholars and at the same time, to Tao Yuan Ming’ s distinguished
thought.
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This study is mainly done for understanding his Confucianism, Buddhism and
Taoism by quoting his poems, and at the same time by the acknowledge of the
preceding studies. Therefore, the study is aimed to understand Tao Yuan Ming’
s poetic world from the standpoint of the analysis of his esthetic appreciation
and the discovery of his thought.

The results from the study are as follows;

Above all, half of his whole life was classified into three stages. And through
his poems, Tao Yuan Ming’ s psychology and humane conflicts were deeply
dealt with.

In addition, his background of his thought was studied through the division of
his family, his character, his background, his friendship and entertainment, and
the geographical influence of Mt Lu Shan(&Il). And his Confucianism,
Buddhism and Taoism were studied by the examples of his poems.

Above all, the study is mainly focused on the thoughts in Tao Yuan Ming’ s
poems, Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism. The esthetic appreciation was
studied through the preceding opinions and the study by the scholars. And the
existing results from the study of Tao Yuan Ming’ s poems have been very
helpful.

The objects of esthetic appreciation are mainly on how the three elements mix
together in Tao Yuan Ming’ s poems by the study of the thoughts? retirement
from the world by Taoism, the appearance in the world by Buddhism and the
entrance of the world by Confucianism. The procedure of the study is based on
his thought, which is classified into three. And the main point is the proof of
the three categories.

As a result, the thought of Tao Yuan Ming’ s poems is a complex
concentration and unity of Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism. Therefore,
when his thought is mentioned, only one side of his thought should not be

discussed.
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