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<Abstract>

A Study on the Narrative Characteristics and the Perception

of Reality in Dendongeomihwajeonga

Moon Suk-ho

A major in Korean Language and Education,

Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Supervised by Prof. Sohn O-Gyu

This study aims at illustrating the narrative characteristics and the perception
of reality in Dendongeomihwajeonga, focusing on the characteristics of narrative
gasa(an old form of Korean verse), the issues in reality, and on the aesthetic
characteristics. The studies on the subject, structure, or feminine sense of
Dendongeomihwajeonga have already done, but their views are variously
divided. This paper, therefore, tries to approach to the entity of
Dendongeomihwajeonga, based on general understanding of the work.

First, the paper deals with the sense of the reader by way of examining the
creation process of the controversial Dendongeomihwajeonga. Since the work
belongs to gyubanggasa(Korean verse on women's life in Chosun), still the
writer or the time it was written unknown, the study on the possible writer and
the time of creation would be helpful to the access to the entity of the work
Dendongeomihwajeonga. After that, this study looks into the sense of the
readers who have enjoyed the work. Among gyubanggasa, especially

hwajeonga(literally verses on hiking, eating flowers-shaped cakes and
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playing)-related works, the reader is usually playing the role of the second
creator before being a reader. So finding out how the reader feel about the
work would be helpful to understanding the writer’s intention.

Second, the paper examines the characteristics of Dendongeomihwajeonga, as
a narrative gasa, the most distinctive from the general hwajeonga-related works.
The study on the characteristics of narrative gasa was done, focusing on the
point of view, narrator, figuration, and the plot. As narration is composed of
character, plot in order, and narrator, so the understanding of the characteristics
of the narrative skill would be helpful to knowing the work’s theme. The
well-organized work with the three components is expected to include the real
problems of the time, which means reading the work will help the reader find
out those problems.

Third, this study illustrates some facts about the reality of the time and the
general issues of the people’s daily lives. It also tries to find out what
contradictions of the time were and how those contradictions affected on the
characters of the work, especially on the significance of the repeated remarriage
of Dendongeomi: how the repeated remarriage gave influence on other women
and it traced back the life of Dendongeomi as a woman of low class, bringing
up some pictures of the general lives of low—class people.

Fourth, this paper inquires into aesthetic characteristics. Previous researches
on the work are explaining the characteristics as a philosophical ripeness or
enthusiasm. Those arguments, however, resulted from focusing on the
protagonist Dendongeomi as well as the place where the hwajeonnori took place,
not attentive enough to tell about other characters around Dendongeomi or
circumstances of the time. Taking these aspects into consideration leads to the
contradictions and tragedy of human lives in general. This paper will examine
what sort of driving force can help achieve the philosophical ripeness and
enthusiasm.

Thus this study examines how Dendongeomihwajeonga intends to be

narration—oriented and looks for facts of people’s lives who were living in a
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transitional paradigm of the late Chosun by inspecting social situation and
people’s consciousness of the time. This study is insufficient and should be
supplemented a lot, but it is expected to help understand the work more exactly

with continuous and further study.

% This thesis is submitted to the Committee of Graduate School of Education, Cheju National

University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education in

August, 2007.
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