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< Abstract >

The Relationships among Homeroom Teachers’ Leadership,
Communication Types, and Adjustment on School Activities

Kim, Gyeong-Hwan

Educational Administration Major
Graduate School of Education Cheju National University
Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Park, Jong Pil

The purpose of the study is to examine teacher’s leadership perceived by middle
school students and to develop strategies for the effective classroom management
by identifying the relationship of the homeroom teacher’s leadership and
communication with the students’ adjustment on school activities. The following
research questions are set for the research based on the purposes of this study:

First, will the style of homeroom teachers’ leadership and communication
perceived by middle school students and the students’ school-related adjustment be
influenced by student factors(such as sex, grade, performance) and teacher
factors(such as sex, age, marital status)?

Second, how will the homeroom teacher’s leadership style(such as one
emphasizing efficiency or harmony or accomplishment or inefficiency) perceived by
the students affect the students” school-related adjustment?

Third, how will the homeroom teacher's communication style(such as one
emphasizing direction with tolerance or encouragement with tolerance or direction
without tolerance or encouragement without tolerance) perceived by the students
affect the students’ school-related adjustment?

Questionnaires of "homeroom teachers’ leadership style’, "homeroom teachers’
communication style’ and ’School-related Adjustment Evaluation’ were used as a
tool of investigation. A questionnaire survey of the 973 students among middle
school students in Jeju Island was conducted for the investigation, and the results
were analyzed using SPSS Windows 11.0 program.

Findings suggest that the style of homeroom teachers’ leadership most commonly

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of
Education in August, 2006.
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perceived by middle school students was of the style emphasizing efficiency, then
came the inefficient style, followed by the one emphasizing harmony. The
leadership style emphasizing accomplishment proved to be most infrequent.

The sex of homeroom teachers as well as the sex and performance of students
did not influence such a pattern of the students’ perception. However, the
leadership style emphasizing efficiency proved to be more frequent for the
homeroom teachers in charge of the first year and the third year students, those in
their twenties and those unmarried.

Second, the style of homeroom teachers’ communication most commonly
perceived by middle school students was the style emphasizing direction with
tolerance, then came the style emphasizing encouragement without tolerance,
followed by the one emphasizing encouragement with tolerance. The communication
style emphasizing direction without tolerance proved to be most infrequent.

The grade and the performance of the students as well as the sex and marital
status of the homeroom teachers did not affect such a pattern of the students’
perception. However, the communication style emphasizing direction with tolerance
proved to be more common for the homeroom teachers in charge of female
students and those in their thirties and forties.

Third, as for middle school students” school-related adjustment, the higher the
performance of the student was, the better he or she was doing in terms of the
school-related adjustment. It was also found that the sex and their grade of the
students as well as the sex, age and marital status of the homeroom teachers did
not influence it.

Fourth, it was discovered that a close relationship between the leadership style of
the homeroom teachers and the students’ school-related adjustment existed.
Students’ school-related adjustment was found to be very high particularly when
the homeroom teachers exercised the leadership style emphasizing efficiency, and
the same was true for all sub-areas of the school-related adjustment.

Fifth, there was also a close relationship between the homeroom teachers’
communication style and the students’ school-related adjustment. The degree of the
students’ school-related adjustment proved to be highest particularly when
homeroom teachers’ attitude was receptive towards the students, and the same was
true for all sub-areas of the school-related adjustment.

Based on the conclusions outlined above, it is suggested that hard self-study is
required on the part of a homeroom teacher in order to enhance the students’
school-related adjustment and to develop the kind of leadership and communication
skills aiming to effectively manage the class. It is also suggested, for this purpose,
that opportunities be given to the homeroom teachers so that they may attend
quality programs of various kinds.
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