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<Abstract>

A Study on the Enhancement of Creative Expressiveness

through Diverse Sculpture Materials

Kang, Sun-young

Major in Arts Education
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Prof. Kim, Bang—Hee

Sculpture refers to an activity to represent the inner world of humans
visually, spacially and tactually, and materials are the primary element of
sculpture. The external form and substance of sculpture hinge on materials, and
a proper selection of materials makes it easier to describe what one has in
mind. Also, that has a tremendous impact on the production of sculpture. In
elementary school, a wide range of materials are currently in use, but there
aren’t diverse ways to apply them.

The purpose of this study was to improve the basic art skills and creative
expressiveness of children by letting them use a wide variety of materials
without sticking to typical, uniform sculpture lessons, as they were basically
fond of art and sculpture yet found it hard to be engaged in expression
activities on account of their restricted experiences with materials.

Theories on sculpture education and art curricula were analyzed, and the
subjects in this study were 192 teachers and 570 children from Jeju Island, on
whom a survey was conducted to see how they perceived sculpture education
and in which setting that education was provided. And then teaching plans
were prepared to make sculpture education more successful and let children gain
in diverse experiences. The findings of the study were as follows:

As for sculpture materials, clay was used by 97 or higher percent of the

_82_



teachers and children investigated, and 87 or higher percent put fat clay to use.
It could be inferred from the fact that clay was the most widely utilized
materials in sculpture, which was expected to make little contribution to
developing learner creativity in association with materials, one of educational
objectives. The teachers had difficulties in teaching sculpture, as they found it
difficult to purchase and use materials and considered themselves not to be
competent enough in that regard. It's attempted in this study to offer sculpture
education in diverse and creative ways by taking advantage of easily accessible
materials in consideration of the results of the survey. The students who
received that education became more interested in sculpture and improved in
creativity, though they had found themselves not to be talented in that field or
had little confidence in the past. Besides, the use of bare necessities and wastes
as main materials contributed to saving resources and protecting the
environment. After taking the survey and offering sculpture education by using
diverse types of materials, the following conclusion was reached:

First, Korea’s long art history is -superb and remarkable, and Korean
sculptures are outstanding. For instance, there are clay dolls, the object of
religion in the prehistoric age, and all sorts of towers, which are unique and
artistic. Art education should provide ample chances for learners to wake up to
the excellency of our history and the superb aesthetic sense of our ancestors, to
be exposed to both traditional and modern cultures, and to create new one that
is well grounded in tradition.

Second, sculpture education should specifically aim at having learners gain
access to a wide variety of materials and plastic experiences in order to
produce more future-oriented people and stay abreast with global trend.

Third, the top priority of art education could be said to elicit potential
creativity from children. As their creative ability could improve through lots of
experiences, various types of materials should be applied, and they will be able
to find pleasure in creative activities while visualizing their own ideas.

In the future, perpetual research efforts should be dedicated to finding out
what types of materials could serve to stimulate children’s elastic creativity and

expressiveness and how they should be applied.
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