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<Abstract>

A Study of Teaching Methods with the Utilization of Various Materials
-Focusing on elementary school students—
Ae-ran Kim

Graduate School of Education at Cheju National University, major in Art Education
Advised by Yong—hwan Kim

The role of art education is to cultivate emotions and promote creativity through an art
subject. Therefore, the ultimate goal of art education is creativity development, and this
creativity development provides connectivity that forms the foundation of the development
of all sciences. This is also the goal of art education. In improving creativity, it is
important for an art teacher to make students feel interested in art by arousing their
spontaneity more than any other thing. Unlike the intention of a teacher, for students who
do not feel interested in art and for students whose self-confidence is lacking in art
despite their interest in and attention to art, art activity itself becomes their burden.
Specifically, this phenomenon becomes more evident in elementary school students due to
the limitations on time.

The researcher taught elementary school students for several years and noticed the
obvious characteristics of students who failed to have an interest in the art subject. Such
students were forcibly urged to improve by their parents. Despite the fact that the art
subject is effective for enhancing image expressions and observation, children were
unable to utilize their strengths with a passive attitude because of this compulsion from
others. This motivated the researcher to study teaching methods to generate students’
spontaneous participation in the class. As a result, one of the approaches provoking their
interest was a creation activity by using materials. So to speak, students who felt
uncomfortable with the art subject needed a sort of vehicle that was able to attract their
attention, which created an opportunity for them to approach art.

According to the characteristics of age, for elementary school students in the lower
school years, the focus of the teaching methods was placed on the demonstration of
imagination mainly driven by curiosity due to their low concentration ability, and students

were led to experience diverse materials overall. For elementary school students in the
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middle school years, who are the most likely to be indifferent to the art subject from
among elementary school students in all school years, their class was given an
opportunity to gain an interest in and experience in—depth art. That is, the study
established themes so that students can approach the art subject by developing curiosity
and having fun through the characteristics of each material.

For elementary school students in higher school years who show clear depolarization in
terms of expressions, they were taught the in—-depth process and the complementary
process, respectively, from the perspective of the researcher. The in—-depth process
highlighted a theme in the class by fully utilizing materials while focusing on the
improvement of expressions; the complementary process was for students who
experienced difficulty in expression itself, and the accompaniment of materials in the
class enabled them to have self-confidence by serving as a buffer.

The intrinsic nature of the study of teaching methods from a methodological aspect as
proposed by the researcher aims to enhance creativity that requires the conversion of
thinking by elongating expressions in accompaniment with art materials.

The researcher proposed the following centering on such efficiency of education.

First, the acquisition of basic technique that improves children's senses through the
appropriate use of materials, that is, a plane work, students were allowed to experience
the feeling at the tip of fingers and changes according to amount and concentration, in
person. Also, it was emphasized in the cubic work that the nature of glue, timing, and the
control of force is no less important than expressing a shape.

Second, the cultivation of interactive application ability in the plane work and the cubic
work through the accompaniment of materials was valued. Therefore, students pursued
their cubic expressive activities even in a poor class setting in school without being
limited to expressing the plane work.

Third, it is the expansion of imagination based on appropriate connection in
acknowledgement of the property of each material. In other words, students were given
the opportunity to associate one material with another theme.

The emphasis of the utilization method of materials and techniques by the researcher may
be biased toward the functional aspect with students. As a counter—action to this, the
researcher fully used the communication time with example data in the course of
motivation with students. Also, the research put forth efforts in stirring their spontaneity
in expressions and appreciation while spotlighting the theme itself. For example, in coping
with the one-way teaching of a teacher and the passiveness of the students, the

researcher actively utilized a motion in the introductory stage and tried to maximize the
—_ 67 —_
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expression of the feeling from the theme.

In the tacit gestures of the researcher who wanted to communicate the theme, children
concentrated their attention with a glimmer in their eyes, full of curiosity, even during
their distracted behavior. Then, the children were easily assimilated with the gestures and
mobilized their imaginations and creativity by associating the gestures of the researcher
with the shape of something after seeing the gestures. As intended by the researcher,
when the question and answer process for motivation began, the atmosphere in the class
naturally fostered absorption and curiosity, and it became the opportunity for students
who felt intimidated in the art subject, to gain self-confidence. To put it in another way,
the intention to maximize the expression of the theme by the researcher is a medium and
a goal as one of the art education methods.

By assuming multilateral approaches to education, it is possible to arouse children's
interest, which is a key in provoking their curiosity. Such experiences with various
materials enabled children who were not interested in art, to develop curiosity about and
interest in art. The goal of the teaching method via the medium and materials is the
extension of creative expression. The driving force of creativity is self-confidence, and
self-confidence stems from experience. Moreover, the creation of such self-confidence
needs the improvement of expression.

The improvement of expression is achieved by stirring up the senses in children, and
the senses first need the arousal of impression. Without impression, there would be no
advance. To feel impressed, which is the source of expression and creativity, iS possible
for any of us. For this, the researcher focused on the arousal of the concept of basic
techniques by using vocabularies used for expressing concrete and detailed feelings
instead of abstract feelings during the activity course every time.

The contents of the study are the results of the class given to 20 students in lower
school years and 15 students in higher school years in each class of three elementary
schools in Nohyeong, Singwang, and Yeongpyeong in Jeju City from 2006 to 2008. Also,
the study added 20 elementary students in each class of the Daejeong Youth Training
Hall and of the Namwon Youth Cultural House.

The reason why the scope of the research subjects covers elementary school students in
all school years is that there are individual differences in each student and connectivity
by school year.

That is, in terms of the characteristics of each school year, first and second graders
were given a clue for teaching, and third and fourth graders were offered in—-depth

teaching steps for fifth and sixth graders. In the meantime, concerning the occurrence of
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individual differences in each school year, which stands out among general characteristics
of each school year, these provided the opportunity to overcome the mannerism of the
stereotyped teaching method that is entrusted to the applicable scope of the subjects.
The respect of individual differences is the foremost point for an art teacher to realize.
Ultimately, in performing art education, the researcher intends to cultivate students'
senses that help them to have an eye for the ratio, only with eye measurement without
official, mechanical scales through methodological medium, namely the utilization of
materials and techniques, and, further to realize the increase of creativity through art.
There will appear children who will demonstrate their various creativities according to
individual character through the experience of diverse materials. To cultivate the artistic
sense in this era in which the shifting of thinking in ideas is generalized, tremendously
affects children's emotions, and, further, it is expected to be effective for displaying

creative connectivity to other areas.

¥ The study is a thesis for a master's degree that is submitted to the Committee of
Graduate School of Education of Cheju National University in August 2009.
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