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<Abstract>

The Study on Tayama Katai's Huddong

— With priority given to a confessional factor —

Yang, Yeon Sil

Supervised by Professor Kim, Sung Bong

Major in Japanese Education
The Graduate School of Education

Cheju National University

Tayama Katai's 'Huddong' is a short novel published in 'new novel' in
1907(in the Meiji year 40). As Katai disclosed in 'Tokyo's 30 years', the
novel of which a middle—aged literary man depicted a young scholar as a
sex object was a confessional novel 'describing his own experience after he
had been impressed by Gerhart Hauptmann's 'lonely people'. Katai showed a
sexual passion from real life frankly on the basis of his literary theory
called a theory of a frank description. 'Huddong' as a work representing
naturalism received a eulogy and a great review by causing a sensation Iin
the Japanese literary circles.

As a representative criticism about 'Huddong' at that time, Shimamura
Hogecheu reviewed this piece of work as bold confessions of sensual people,
and then 'Huddong' was read as a confessional novel of Tayama Katai. So a
new genre which is a novel dealing with the author's own life appeared in

the Japanese literary with many writers publishing a similar type of novel.

% A thesis submitted to the Committee of th Graduate School of Education,
Cheju National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the
degree of Master of Education in August, 2006
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This paper is designed for considering what Tayama Katai said through
his confession and studying Yosiko's confession on the discovery of the
text. 'Huddong' was connected with confession by a double meaning. First,
the hero, Tokio,'s confessional mentality was expressed. Katai confessed his
life in response to humanity's secret through Tokio regardless of technique.

Tokio, who is a literary man in the 30's with a wife and three children,
works for his living at a geography book company as an editor reluctantly.
Suffering from being far behind in his literary career and a monthly harsh
criticism from a youth magazine, he decides to begin a new life in literary
through love with a beautiful woman. The appearance of a beautiful scholar,
Yoshiko, gave freshness and a new energy to Tokio's life as an appearance
of a modern woman. But Yoshiko got a boy friend named Tanaka, which
means Tokio felt jealous of Tanaka with Tokio forgetting his status of a
teacher. while he showed duplicity frankly as a hypocritical intellectual by
taking a role of a warm-—hearted protector for both Yoshiko and Tanaka
outwardly. Also, Katai made a frank confession to be a sensual human who
is subject to the instinct through Tokio. Although Yoshiko was his scholar,
Katai showed a dishonorable aspect of a middle—aged man feeling a sexual
desire. This could be Katai's literary courage that does not fear to show his
own experience.

And there was Yoshiko's confession in 'Huddong' as a confession on the
discovery of the text. She was so skillful at expressing feelings and thinking
that she used a letter mainly in confessing her inner life. Her confession
was that there was a sexual relations between her and Tanaka and she
repents of her sins which are unreasonable as a modern woman in Meiji era.
This confession of Yoshiko also has a reason that 'Huddong' can not be read
as a confessional novel of Katai.

As above, in confession which is filled with jealousy, hypocrisy and a
dishonorable desire for, Katai tried to show that there is an amazing truth
of life even in an unwholesome literature through 'Huddong'. That means
that Katai intended to make readers aware that human aspect suffering from
jealousy, hypocrisy and a sexual instinct is a man's real character, so it can
be just a part of nature.
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