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<Abstract>

The Process of Alienation and Reconciliation in Desire

Under the Elms and Long Day's Journey into Night

Chae, Hye—jung

English Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University
Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Song, IlI-sang

Eugene O'Neill is a playwright who tried to explore the mental hardship
faced by modern people. Trying to look into the inner world of humans,
he published plays of diverse forms and experimented with various
dramatic techniques. Consistent throughout his plays is the subject of
alienation, which is attributed to loss of a bond with God, nature, society,
nation, and family, or loss of self.

The purpose of this study is to examine the patterns of alienation and
the process of overcoming it in his two works, Desire Under the Elms
and Long Day's Journey into Night. In these two works, O'Neill shows
families that exist but no longer function as a family. The characters
don't have any sense of belonging even to their families. They fail to
fulfill their responsibilities and roles as family members.

In Desire Under the Elms, O'Neill describes human desire and alienation

+ A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education. Jeju National
University in  partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education in
August, 20009.
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among the family members. The father, Ephraim Cabot, is alienated from
his own family and neighbors because of his enormous greed for
possession and his belief in a "hard God". His third wife, Abbie leads an
alienated life because of her desire for possession and her loneliness.
She has completely lost her sense of responsibility and identity as a wife
and mother. Ephraim's son, Eben is too involved in his mother's spirit to
establish his own identity. His life is decided not by him but by his
deceased mother. Ephraim can't overcome alienation, but Abbie and Eben
get over alienation through true love for each other.

Long Day's Journey into Night is a family history written in O'Neill's
own tears and blood. The father, James Tyrone, is very stingy with
money except when he purchases land. Being blinded by his greed for
material things, he has lost his identity as an actor. His wife, Mary
resorts to drugs to escape from reality into the past. As a result, she has
lost her ego. She has the sense of guilt because she doesn't fulfill her
duties as a wife or as a mother. Their elder son, Jamie compensates
himself for the lack of his mother's love by leading a dissipated life. As a
result, he ruins his life. His younger brother, Edmund has no sense of
belonging, believing that his unwanted birth drove his mother to drug
addiction. By confessing their secrets to one another, the Tyrone men
have the opportunity to understand and forgive one another, so they
ultimately get over their alienation.

These two works provide clues about how modern people can
overcome alienation. Only through true communication, love, forgiveness,

and understanding can they have a sense of belonging with one another.
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