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Abstract

Taoism provides one of the major bases of Chinese traditional
culture and has greatly influenced the Chinese mental world and
art. Its deep roots have grown outwards to create a system of
oriental thought and culture stretching beyond China. Lao—tzu and
Chuangtzu make no mention of the beauty and fine art of esthetics
directly by basic concepts in some independent field. But rather
while referring to Tao, and making it the main idea and principle
of their thought, they find that the process of seeking and
acquiring Tao generally coincides with the spirit of art in the
modern age.

Therefore the philosophy and esthetics of Lao—tzu and Chuangtzu
begin with the Tao. Their philosophy seeks to experience the Tao
and to pursue it, in which the spirit of art flows. It does not
depend on scholastic or metaphysical methods to reach the highest
boundary of spiritual training. Once this stage 1s attained, the Tao
1s experienced, along with the true mind of art. When the question
— what is art — is asked, we find the answer in artists' rendering
the embodiment of the Tao as the origin of life. Therefore, the
main idea of this thesis is that by pursuing the Tao the true
modern mind—world of art can be experienced.

Lao—tzu and Chuangtzu find that all existence has an innate
instinct to pursue the best beauty. This also applies to artists who
pursue the best of beautiful art.

Chuangtzu follows the practice of true freedom from the
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realization of the Tao. He ultimately discovers that life comes from
sympathizing with nature and leads to spiritual freedom in all
things. If you do not misunderstand natural instincts, but follow the
Tao, you will acquire the freedom of individual characteristics and
find true beauty.

All art attempts to downplay individual advantages and
utilitarianism, but to stress absolute freedom. We are not to judge
all existence according to utilitarian purposes, but rather to follow
the innate instincts to enjoy life. Thereby, we can reach esthetic
contemplation. To become involved between the subjective and
the objective utilitarian judgment, it is impossible to attain esthetic
contemplation. Chuangtzu explained this kind of philosophical
situation as ‘Shimjae (D)’ and ‘Jowamang(42x)’

It is an artistic life that Lao—tzu and Chuangtzu ultimately want
to attain to as the ideal life state. Esthetic thought based on
Taoism formed a great tone of times in Chinese esthetic history
with utility theory of Confucian art since the Wi, Jin, Nam, and
Buk dynasties in China, and brought higher quality to the sense of
beauty in Chinese and Chinese art. The spirit of art in Tao —
which has nothingness and nature without action, freedom and
liberation of mind, esthetic contemplation and disutility regarding
the esthetic of Taoism — has much influenced poetry and lyric
literature, the theory of landscape painting and painting in the
literary artistic style of the Song and Won dynasties in the
Chinese traditional history of art, and established a main idea in

Chinese art—thought history.
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