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Abstract

Interpreting Nature in Laozi :

with the focus on Wang Bi and Kim Hyung-Hyo

Ko Eun-Jin
Department of Philosophy
Graduate School of Cheju National University

The aim of this thesis is to suggest the Laozi's conception of nature by
comparing and analysing Wang Bi's and Kim Hyung-Hyo's interpretations
of Nature in Laozi, both of which search for man's harmonization with
nature.

Wang Bi attempts to harmonize man with nature by basing man-made
institutions (being, 4) on nature (non-being, #&). In this sense, he does
not deny all of man-made institutions. What he deny is just some
unnatural institutions. The distinction between the natural and the
unnatural lie in having its own use or not. For Wang Bi, everything has
its own use which is to be realized for it to be natural. For this
realization of its own use, Wang Bi suggests 'the method of ennobling the
beginning and nurturing the end' (chong-ben xi—-mo, KB AK).

Kim Hyung-hyo also admits the intersection of man and nature. He,
however, does not admit the priority of one over the other as Wang Bi
does. He rather claims that Laoz/'s conception of nature encompasses the
two aspects simultaneously, being and non-being. For him, this
co-relative characteristic of Laozi's Nature resembles Derrida's concept
of differance.

My introduction of the two most important interpretations of Laoz's
Nature shows that LZaozi does promote not radical quietism or

monasticism, but our active participation in human affairs. In other words,
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both interpretations see that man is able to harmonize with nature. This
is what we can now learn from Zagozi in order to solve our fatal human

problems due to our viewing nature as object for overcoming.
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