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21) Murray Bookchin, "What is Social Ecology?"

1987), P. 175.
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<Abstract>
Views of Nature in The old Man and the Sea

Kang, Chi Young

English Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Byun, Jong Min

This thesis attempts to discuss the views of nature in Hemingway's
The Old Man the Sea. 1t has generally been agreed that the dominant
view of nature in the novel is anthropocentric in that the protagonist of
the novel is a fisherman ‘who ‘catch fishes in the sea for his survival.
However, Santiago's ways of thinking and dealing with nature, including
fishes, are sometimes primitive or ecological.

First of all, an anthropocentric view of nature pervades the novel.
Santiago is a fisherman who is obligated to catch fishes as many as he
can on the sea. For him as a fisherman, nature represented by the sea
should be conquered. He should kill all kinds of fishes in the ocean for
his own survival, as he is eager to catch a big fish in order to prove that
he is a great fisherman. In this view of nature, man is much superior to
any kind of animal, including fish, and is required to fight against nature.

In fighting against nature and catching the big fish he has wanted for
a long time, however, Santiago shows a primitive view of nature. He
doesn't use any modernized equipments or skills in catching the fish. He

strains to catch the fish only depending on the traditional ways of fishing,
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his intuition, his own knowledge, and his own skills acquired through his
long life of fishing. His living conditions are simple and even primitive.
He lives in a small shanty; he drifts on the ocean by using a small boat
without motor and compass; he only eats raw fishes on the ocean during
his fishing.

Santiago's simple and primitive way of living and fishing is closely
related to an ecological view of nature, in which man is a part of nature.
In the deep ecological view of nature, there is a wholeness between
human beings and nature; all the living things in the universe are friends
and brothers. Santiago as a fisherman has to catch fishes and control the
boat on the ocean for his own survival; however, he as a human being
has to live together with fishes and the ocean is the field of his life. The
view of oneness is emphasized in this ecological view of nature, as
Santiago feels that the heart of the 'turtle is identical to his own heart
and his own hands and feet are personified as living things.

In conclusion, Hemingway's transference from negative view to positive
one is reflected in the novel in terms of the view of nature. Santiago's
anthropocentric view of nature, which reflects Hemingway's negative and
destructive view of life, develops through a primitive one into an
ecological one, which is closely related to Hemingway's positive view of

life, in which all the living things are regarded as a wholeness.
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