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E3E. 43

This paper aims at showing the features of Lao She(E&)'s
tragic works and what meaning he wants to communicate to
readers through tragedy format mainly with {(Luo Tuo Xiang
Zi(BEBEREF))» and (Wo Zhe Yi Bei Zi(R3iE—%¥7F)) , which are
called series because both of them express the lower classes’
tragic life in the 30's realistically.

First of all, chapter [ deals with his consciousness of tragedy
with the beginning of its background. Chapter Il observes their
materials, plot, characters, and theme by analysing {Luo Tuo
Xiang Zi) and {(Wo Zhe Yi Bei Zi) . In chapter IV, Lao She's
commonly exposed characteristics in the two are observed
thoroughly. Because Lao She had been in poor circumstances as
a youngster, he has deep understanding and much compassion
for the lower classes compared with contemporary writers who
come from the middle and high classes. This kind of his poor
life not only had a deep effect on his personality but became the
basis of his creation with the direct experience of the tragic
materials.

Lao She took the common lower classes living in the cities
whom he has continuously seen as a youngster and been
familiar with as materials in his tragic novels rather than heros
or brilliant personae whom we can often notice in the traditional

tragedies of ancient Greece and China. What he took as

-72 -



materials are also typical features of the lower classes, And the
works dealing with everyday life of the city lower classes
consist of continuous falling curve with contents that the
protagonist constantly get frustrated and fall into disaster. Lao
She especially well described lower-class characters realistically
such as a rick-shaw-puller and policeman in {Luo Tuo Xiang
Zi) and {Wo Zhe Yi Bei Zi) which were published in turn.
Although he couldn’t do the role of dissolving the social
inconsistencies through protagonists in his works, he helped
readers recognize absurd society and tragic life of the lower
classes at that time projecting commonly taking place events
which people hadn’t regarded as tragedy.

Lao She described the degradation of the lower classes in
absurd society, but he didn't suggest the direction with which
the protagonists can solve the inconsistencies. It is against
denouement of typical Chinese tragedy. He expected it had
effects on the reader to fell compassion and fear by seeing

misfortune which our neighbors suffer from.
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