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Abstract

Seung- Hwan Hyun
Department of Korean
Language and Literature
Cheju National University

This thesis surveys the various kinds of the “Palbok™ narratives and
discusses the origin, the propagation, the transformation, and the
interpretation of the narratives with in a historic-geographic theory.

As well, the analysis of these narratives extracts the meanings that
they have, giving some information that they change into which
aspects in Korea. The summary of the dicussed-details is as followed.

1. The “Palbok” narrative ranges widely in eastern Asia through
Korea, China and Japan. Being divided into a first-marriage type and
a second-marriage type, this narrative exhibits its variable type.

2. The cultural background that this narrative preserves is a patrilineal
society and a private ownership system as well as a
status-discriminating society. In that society governed in the Bronze
Ages, lower ranking people raised horses and cattle, cultivated grain
and worshiped the ancestors.



3. In the prototype a smith becomes a king and Matoong also
becomes a king. A beggar becomes a king and a later verson has a
charcoal man becoming a rich man. These shifts reflect socio-historical
changes. For example, the charcoal man in the narrative was a
smith-shaman in the Bronze Age. Later the smith-shaman was doomed
to be a beggar and then to be a characoal man.

4. Considering the fact that the farming culture of Korea flowed
from China and the Bronze Age culture flowed from China and this
was conveyed to Japan, the flowering of the narratives is assumed to
appear by way of the culturural flowering. Comparing a first-marriage
type with a second-marriage type among Korea, China and Japan, the
former is liable to be transmitted from China to Japan through Korea.
In the latter type, two possibilities exist. One would be for the
first-marriage type to be handed down to Japan from China. On the
other hand, the marriage type that is given from Japan is assumed to
be the second-marriage type of Korea transmitted to Japan again and
then to be handed down as a variation and finally conveyed to

Okinawa.

5. According to the plot of this narrative, the repeat of happiness or
unhappiness amplifies conflict. In the first-marriage type, happiness or
unhappiness is determined by the Bok(Luck)’ of the daughter. In the
second-marriage type, that depends on a daughter-in-law.



6. The narratives are focussed as a folktale in Korea, as a historical
fact in China and as a ‘Mukasi banasi’ in Japan. These all imply
myth, legend and folktale. The “Palbok™ narratives have included both
“Samgong bon-puri” as a myth, Moowang and “Ondal” as a legend,
and “Palbok™ narrative as a folktale.

7. A myth good-conduct theory is formed by means of the primitive
view of world. It reveals a symbolic action, or the primitive view of
world. The “Bon-puri” of Cheju relates intimately with the sacrificial
rites and is acted the symbolic rite. From the standpoint of this fact,
the “Samgong bon-puri” plays a role in Fate which dominates the
‘Bok' (Luck) of a person.

8. The “opening-eyes™ episode is represented only in “Samgong
bon-puri”, not in folktale. That episode means the supernatural
competence to reveal the holiness of ‘Samgong God’'. The
‘opening-eyes’ of the magical power is represented not only that of
the Budda power but also that of the filial devotion. As like this,
“opening-eyes” episode is thought of as a kind of the ancient myths,
which include the character of myth.

9. The Moowang narrative uses three episodes in the folktale in
order to make Moowang holy. The Moowang narrative is also centered
around a “Palbok” narrative of Matoong’s rise from humble
background to the throne.

In “Ondal” narrative, the first-marriage type varied and the character



became a hero. Still, the character of God was expanded as it
recognized “opening-eyes” myth in order to reveal the holiness of Fate
which the ancient myth handed down.

10. The folktale has both the first-marriage type and the
second-marriage type. In the original form “Palbok™ stories relate an
encounter between a culturally and socially superior woman and a male
inferior. The focus of this narrative is that happiness or unhappiness
in the home results from women's born “Bok™.

As this fatalism is supernatural and metaphysical, it is likely to be

transmitted as a myth or a legend.
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