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Abstract

A Comparative and Analytic Research

on the Ideological Education
of South and North Korea
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Department of National Ethics Major
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At all periods and under all Political -or social
systems, ideological education has been carried
out with its various contents and different methods
The reason is that, through both political and
ethical education, ideological education develops
@ peorle who are considered to be ideal by a state,
and that ideological education has its function
to form the integrated support of the people which
is indispensable for the maintenance ang advance-
ment of the existing political System.

For nearly 40 years after the division of Korea

b

however, South and North Korea have conducted

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Jeju
National University in partial fulfillment of the Requirements for the degree of
Master of Education in May, 1983.



ideological education with respectively different
ideologies and purposes in order to keep their
different political and social systems. The result
is that such different ideological education has
accelerated the cultural and social differentiation
between South and North Korea, which makes Korean
unification, the dearest wish of the Korean people,

indispensable for their survival and prosperity,

more difficult. In addition, for the Purpose of
achieving its communist aims, that is, the main-
tainance of its communist Political and social
system in the Korean Peninsula and the attainment
of Korean unification through communization by
means of armed forces, the North Korean communist
regime has Produced, through their intensified
ideological education, the persons suitable for

its aims. The results of such intenaified ideologi-~

cal education of the North Korean cummunist regime,
no one can deny, threatens even the security and

survival of the South Korean beorle.
Therefore, in order to keep our security and

survival and to attain the peaceful unification of



our Father Land, we have come to feel keenly the
necessity of grasping and understanding the real
aspects and the hidden falsehoods of the existing
ideological education of the Northern communist
regime and presenting problems of the existing
ideological education of South Korea and its new
direction, by comparing and analyzing the existing
ideological education of South and North Korea.
First of all, comparing the purpose of ideolog-
ical education in South Korea with that in North
Korea, we can find a wide difference between them.
The purpose of ideological education in South Korea
is to build up a democratic welfare state and to
achieve peaceful unification of the Korean penin-

sula, through cultivating the democratic, patriotic

People on the basis of the humanitarian ideal and
the ideals of the National Education Charter. On
the contrary, the purpose in North Korea is to
maintain and to transmit from generation to genera-
tion one-man one-party (Kim Il Sung—communist

party) dictatorship through producing a population
which is consistent in communism and Kim Il Sung's



"monistic" idea on the basis of a materialistic

world view,

Secondly, on the basis of the results of the
comparasion and analysis in the first three chap-
ters of this thesis, the author suggests an im-
proved plan and a new direction in ideological
education in South XKorea as follows:

1. The Contents and the Methods of Ideological

Education |

FPirstly, we have to replace the existing
eéxcessively abstract and idezlistic contents which
are remote from the actual reality with new ones.
The new contents of education which the author
suggests have to contain the followings (1) the
contents which ean concretely clarify the super-
iority of democracy, compared with communism. (2)
the contents which can re-illuminate historical
Korean thought for the establishment of a view of
nation and state. (3) the contents which can crit-
icize ideologies not for coercion of the specified
ideology but rather for freedom from its domina-

tion. (4) the contents which can explain social



bhenomena affirmatively. (5) the contents which
can show the appropriateness and rationality of
our plan fcr unification of Korea.

Secondly, such new contents must be teuznt
through new methods. (1) different methods of
education must bte adopted according to the contents.
(2) the new methods must not be rote methods but
rather investigiative ones (eg. seminars, symposiums,
etc.). (3) methoas must be accepted which can
induce students' participation voluntarily through
their extra-curricular and social activities., (4)
Also the method of using mass communication media

must be utilized.

2. The Policy and Environment of Ideological

Education.

In order to effectively educate the people by
means of new educational contents proposed above,
the necessary following conditions must be ful-
filled.

A) Substantiality of Educational Policy: (1) the

educational policy must be maintained consistently

and systematically. (2) the educational policy



mugt be maintained not for a certain regime but for
the people and the state. (3) the educational idea,
and its purpose on which the educational policy is
founded must be set out clearly. (4) Ideological
education must be given more weight in school
education, and its implementation must be conducted
on a small scale.

B) Advancement in the Qualities of the Teachers:
(1) the system in which efficient professional
teachers can be produced must be maintained. (2)
the better treatment and morale building measures
for the efficient professional teachers of ideol-
ogical education must be provided. (3) the existing
teachers of ideological education must be re-
educated for the improvement of their specialties
and sense of responsibility.

C) Activation of Research Activity: (1) the
government must increase the assistance for exist-
ing technical research institutes of ideology and
establish many more such institutes. (2) An aca~
demic atmosphere must be guaranteed in which

technical researchers can study all ideologies
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including communism without any hindrance. (3) the
means to obtain the research materials and books

must be provided under the legal systemn.
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