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New York: Oxford University Press. 1956), p. 39-40.

36) The Novels and Tales of Henry James, 24 vols., The New York Edition (New York:
Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1907-1909), vol. 16, p. 84.
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<Abstract>

The Victorian Governess's Social Status and Sexual Morality

in the Turn of the Screw

Kang, Seong-Taek

English Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Byoun, Jong-Min

Henry James's The Turn of the Screw(1898) is one of the controversial texts
which raise the critical problems endlessly. The issue of the ambiguity in this
work is partly due to the point of the first person narrator and partly due to its
opening—ending. The critical tendencies for this novel is likely to be divided into
three main approaches: Traditional approach, Psychological Approach, and
Formalistic approach. Though it is true that each method has its own universal
validity, to properly understand this work, we must critically analyze the
Victorian governess’s moral obligation and sexual pressure. What is more
essential to take thought of is to explore the reality of the Victorian governess’s
social status, sexuality and morality since James believed that he had an
obligation to the representation of the reality of life.

The purpose of this thesis is to analyze the Victorian Governess’s social status

and morality in this novel through the governess’s experiences of the ghost of

* This thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of
Education in August, 2004.
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Quint and Jesel. With more close reading, we will find that this novel deals with
not only the actualities of class and moral identity of woman in the nineteenth
century and the marginal position of governess but the conflicted doubling vision
as a way of representing the potentiality for governess’s duty for pupils and
horror of polarized sexuality.

James’ aim is not to present the whole extensive life, but to express in fiction
what he felt to be the essence of life, and this is especially so in his choice of
subject and theme. For James, the main interest in the process of selection is the
possibilities of life, and he is always faithful to this principle. So far as a real
quality of human experiences is concerned, morality is not separate from the
Victorian woman's sexuality but coexists with it. As a protector of morality the
Jamesian governess tries to protect her charges from uncontrollable forces from
the other world.

In conclusion, the Governess in this novel represents the social class of
governess at the Victorian age, especially in terms of the psychological pressure
of heavy domestic responsibility, high level morality and woman’'s conflict of
sensitive her own age. The fact that any proper name is not given to the
governess in this novel reflects James’s intention to make her represent the

governess of the Victorian age in general.
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