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Abstract

This book, The Wizard in the Tree by Lloyd Alexander, is a
story of bravery and friendship in which a girl named Mallory
and a magician named Arbican work together to save Mallory's
village from the greedy Squire Scrupnor. With many twists and
turns, this fantasy invites readers into the world of magicians
and leads to the realization that human beings have their own
type of magical power which is as strong as that of magicians:
sincere wishes and the will to achieve them.

The story unfolds as Mallory notices something weird in the
old oak tree which she has pretended is her enchanted tower.
She investigates and discovers that the strange being trapped in
the tree is a magician named Arbican. Mallory, who has adored
fairy tales, magicians and 'their magical power becomes so
excited In expectation that Arbican will make all her wishes
come true in return for rescuing him. Stuck in the tree for a
long time, however, Arbican has lost his magical powers and
fails to conjure up anything for Mallory. Though she is
disappointed, Mallory tries to help Arbican whose fellow magician
folk have long left for Vale Innis, the land of magicians. In the
process, Mallory and Arbican unintentionally become entangled in
many mishaps because of the villainous new Squire Scrupnor,
who killed his predecessor Mr. Sorrel to fulfill his greed. He tries
to use Arbican and Mallory as convenient scapegoats and
accuses them of killing Mr. Sorrel to get all the late squire's
fortune. Overcoming difficulties together, Mallory and Arbican
deepen their friendship. Arbican teaches Mallory, who has
yvearned for magical power, that she has more than enough
power to make her dreams come true even without magic as

long as she desires them sincerely and pursues them.
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