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<Abstract>

Study on Narrations of Kim Tong-Jung

Lee, Nam-0Ok

Korean Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Hyun, Seung—-Hwan

This study seeks to determine Jeju Islanders' consciousness of Kim
Tong-Jung. The main focus was placed on historical statements related to
Kim Tong-Jung and oral tradition materials. References to Koryo government
resistance against the Mongol invasion as well as the messengers'
consciousness in the stories about Kim Tong-Jung orally handed down
through the generations are included.

Historical books written from the view point of the ruling class regarded
Kim Tong-Jung as a traitor while oral narratives didn't always depict him
negatively. Therefore this study took an in-depth look at oral transmission
and changes in myths village god and legends enjoyed by Jeju people to
determine popular sentiment regarding Kim Tong-Jung that is hidden behind
history. How a real person in history was popularly conceived is the main
purpose of this thesis.

From an analysis of Dangbonpuri related to Kim Tong-Jung at shamanistic
ceremonies in Jejudo, Kim Tong-Jung is depicted negatively. According to the
story, indigenous gods and gods from the mainland took disciplinary measures
against Kim Tong-Jung. However shamans traditionally provided spring water
to village residents belonging to a certain jurisdiction. This meant that the
shaman was playing the role of a water god, thereby implying that people
handing down the stories orally saw Kim Tong-Jung positively. The negative
point of view against Kim Tong—-Jung is revealed in brutalities the Sambyulcho
militia committed after arriving in Jeju. Kim Tong-Jung forced the residents to

build military facilities and stole from residents for funds to raise the
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Sambyulcho militia. These facts are not contained in historical records but are
explicitly disclosed in the oral tradition narratives. Considering these
contradictions in stories about Kim Tong-Jung, it seems that Jeju people
weren't entirely comfortable with him.

Nevertheless, Kim Tong-Jung has been revered as a spiritual entity
providing spring water in shamanistic epics used in Jangsu ceremonies of
Seongsan-eub and in Keumdeokri rites of Aeweol-eub. In these stories he is
recognized as a hero for rescuing women and girls from rape by Mongolian
soldiers. As a result, the epics sung at shamanistic ceremonies could be
interpreted as historical fiction heightening the village god's position by
conveying the local god's heroic feats against Kim Tong-Jung.

Legends depicted the life story of a national hero through characteristics
such as miraculous birth, supernatural exploits and a tragic death. People
earnestly wished for a hero that could bring order to a society destroyed by
the Mongolian invasion, so they wrote the hero as a baby-commander of
divine birth using Taoist magic in legends. In addition, he also appeared as an
entity such as a water god because he gave spring water at the moment of
dying; His death and defeat strongly reflect the antigovernment and
revolutionary psychological state of the Jeju people at that time.

As mentioned above, historical records invariably depict Kim Tong-Jung as
a traitor rising in revolt against the government, whereas the populace more
or less recognized him as a hero saving those under oppression. In
conclusion, it can be said that the appearance of a baby-commander was the
awakening of popular consciousness in that it threatened the ruling order
despite the frustration of these revolutionary aspirations upon the death of
King Tong-Jung, the baby-commander.

% A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education,
Cheju National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the
degree of Master of Education in August, 2006.
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