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<ABSTRACT>
A Study on the Poetry of Kim, Chun-Su

Song, Seong-Duk

Korean Language and Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Supervised by Professor Youn, Suk-San

This study views literature as discourse and aims to figure out the changes mm Kim
Chun-su's poetry and its properties and historical meaning while focused on the relation
between personae and themes. It deals with his poem’s general changes of structures
and significance in the semantic, structural, and organizational aspects.

The second chapter focuses on the early poetry. When personae is latent, he indicates
aspiration toward an ideal world through objects. Concentration upon objects and an upsurge
of sadness are for expressing his despair and limitation of not reaching an the unknown
world. Introduction of T as 'persona’ is mainly about the subject’s desire to get to the place.
However, ‘1" fail to make complete unification with objects. It exhibits persona’s admiration
for the object and will to survive the difficult situation.

His early poetry is mainly expressed in a descriptive and metaphorical style and a structure
of epiphor. The poet uses simple epiphor and allegory to convey the same meaning, which
makes his readers grasp his intention and understand his poetry easily. That is because a
tenor has similarity with the object employed as a vehicle and the structures of his works are
organized in accordance with the relation between cause and effect.

In his early poetry, ‘flower’ is used as a concrete ohject to represent his emotion and idea.
The 'flower’ i1s a subject of imitation and shows a notion of innocence overlapped with the
image of a girl. This creates the idea leading to 'existence’ through death. When denominated
with a particular name, the image of 'flower’ restoring death and nonexistence 1s withdrawn,
isolated and alienated.

Chapter 3 takes care of the middle poetry. His poetry in words devoid of sense is meant for
growing out of casual meaning and producing a new meaning or conveying various meanings
to readers. Intentional avoidance of the causal relationship of a subject or an idea and
meanings of the words demonstrates the world that does not exist in reality.

His muddle poetry is written in a structure of diaphor and different diaphors such as image
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diaphor, rhythm diaphor, and episode diaphor are found. Although he defies stereotypes ahout
the ohjects by using diaphor and they revolutionize into new forms, it has a limit on smooth
communication with readers.

In his middle poetry, time and place are described in a distinctive and imaginary way. The
images of subjects are placed in totally different places and produce a new image. 'Sea’
frequently appeared in his works shows positive and negative images like life and death, pain
and healing, and existence and nonexistence. Sea becomes a creative background with a
fantastic image.

The fourth chapter concerns with the late poetry. His seeks easier way to communicate
with readers by choosing autobiographical personae and routine issues. He finds himself as an
ordinary person through reminiscence of the past. His wife’'s death deepens his sadness and
emphasizes meaning of his daily life.

In a structural aspect of he uses a descriptive style to make poetic discourse easier in his
late poetry. As the idea of the poet turns firm and certain, epiphor starts to appear. Allegory
and complex epiphor are an exhibition of his idea. The use of diaphor results in structure
lacking of a causal relation. After his wife’s death, epiphor is harnessed in his poetry. Like
this, his strategical choice appears periodically not continuously.

In the late poetry, he ponders the memories of old times looking at the articles for daily
use. He creates images of his daily routine by granting a certain meaning to his daily life.
These images are the ones showing return to life not the ones despair and frustration.

Chapter b tackles characteristics and historical meaning of Kim Chun-su’s poetry. Looking
at features of his poem in the whole context, it is found that he admires ideal world but fails
to reach it and finally collapses. In consequence, he aims at the illusory world but goes
backward to the real world. The style undergoes a change from descriptive usage to epiphor,
and later into diaphor. They are all synthetically used in the late poetry. 'Flower’ and ’sea’
become the poet's own personal symbols. His view of literature alters from <persona -
reader> - centered to <subject — reader> - centered and finally considerations of the
communication among the poet, the work, and the reader ossifies his <reader>-centered view.

In conclusion, the early poetry are notable for incorporating emotion and material perception.
The illusory world created by his imagination and his attempt to reach complete juxtaposition
since 1960s open a new door to the field of creation and criticism. Later he made a great

contribution to the world of modern poetry by attaining full maturity in his poetry.

% This thesis is submitted to the Committee of Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education In February, 2010.
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