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<Abstract>

Study of Ambivalence in Kim Yoo-Jung’s novels

Hong, Suk-Hee

Korean Education Major

Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Cheju, Korea

supervised by Professor Ahn, Seong-Soo

This study explores ambivalence in the structuralist perspective of novels with Kim
Yoo-Jung's 8 short novels ras -a text. Here, ambivalence, as Freud or Bajtin said, is
explained as the state in which a subject simultaneously shows opposing attitudes or
contradictory emotions in relation with the same object. Accordingly ambivalence in novels
is defined as a psychological state in which sentiments, values and attitudes contradicting
each other are shown simultaneously. Therefore it can be said that ambivalence in novels
indicates a psychological state in which sentiments, values and attitudes contradicting each
other exert simultaneous and complex influence.

In Chapter II the identity of ambivalence is sought through the analysis of plot structure
and characters’ desire. Kim Yoo-Jung'’s novels create ambivalence with exchange structure
between denoted meaning in outside and hidden connoted meaning. Or his novels materialize
ambivalence of double meaning under returning narrative structure. The returning narrative
structure means coming back to the starting point after pursuing contradictory desire to no
avail. Characters take crippled actions to escape poor reality in Kim Yoo-Jung’'s novels,
however this brings about disappointing situations. Kim Yoo-Jung invented these results by
extracting ambivalence from dualism between absolutely poor circumstance driven by

Japanese colonial rule and the populace’s desire to survive against this conflicting reality.
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Through ChapterIll it was considered in detail how the author used the techniques of
irony, paradox and parody which are ways of expressing ambivalence and how he
materialized the meaning of ambivalence. At first, in the analysis of irony techniques study
is conducted on how the meaning nominally denoted in his novels and the hidden connoted
meaning are materialized in two ways. As for the analysis of paradox techniques, focus is
placed on the analysis of the methods to create ambivalence through -crippled social
relations that cause a laughter instead of exposing reality in linear simple tragedy. In the
'parody’ technique, consideration is given to how to create ambivalence by using
'personality exchange’ structure and ’space exchange’ structure between man and woman
poking fun at the traditional ethical system.

In conclusion, ambivalence appearing in Kim Yoo-Jung'’s novels is divided into 4 patterns
through these analytical processes mentioned above. 'Ambivalence of affection (marriage)’,
"ambivalence of gold’, 'ambivalence of prostitution (money)’ and 'ambivalence of city lives’.
The study of ambivalence in novels is important in that it can bring together and integrate
all the conflicts from the environment and legal and cultural systems contradictory to
characters’ real lives (desire) and suggest the conflicts as the problems of society and
world views of those days. Consequently the study of ambivalence is very meaningful
because it breaks dichotomous thinking and values into pieces and in doing so, opens
broader cognitive world where various conflicts are recognized in general.

Therefore this study opened the ways to interpret themes in a complex and integrated
manner using the concept of ambivalence instead of the existing linear interpretations about

the themes in Kim Yoo-Jungp’s novels.

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education in
August, 2006.
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