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<abstract>

The Contrastive Study between
Kim soo-young's and Kim chun-soo's poems

Kang young-ki

This study is to explicate the comparative aspects of the verse-making
that Kim soo-young and Kim chun-soo have shown through the debate
about poetics. And also, this aims to consider the meaning in the history
of modern Korean poetry by making clear how they recognize the poetry
- with the contemporary or the respective thought.

This is the reason why Kim soo-young and Kim chun-soo have been
representative in Korean society of poets ever since 1945, the Liberation of
Korea and have established a realm in Korean modern poetry using their
own verse-making style. And their accomplished verse-making style also
has effects on junior poets in a direct or indirect way.

Speaking of Kim soo-young, He composes 'the principle of extension’
that unifying 'contents’ and 'forms’ by using extremely common daily
words as poetic dictions. In his poems this poetic composition deals with
the problems of life and reality, then shapes them as a poem. And in the
case of Kim chun-soo, he constructs ’‘the principle of compression’ made
up of 'dissection of language’ and ’extinction of object’. In his poems this
poetic composition gets over the problems of reality, then led to an purity

oriented poem. Both of the poets has the principle of poetic composition
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distinguished from that of former poets.

In the point of view on cognizing a poem, Kim soo-young is one thing,
Kim chun-soo is another. The former shows singular cognition that
connects a poem with the problems of reality closely. On the other hand,
the latter does plural cognition that seeks after purity through a poem,
excluding the problems of reality. To make this come true, Kim soo-young
selects reality-oriented masks, but Kim chun-soo selects purity-oriented

masks. After this discussed in detail, the following result is to be obtained.

In chapter 2, their poems are to be researched contradistinctively through
the discussion about the object of their recognition and their masks
intention.

When it comes to the object of recognition, Kim soo-young has a
monistic cognition. His monistic one i1s closely related with the reality.
When he learns to understand the real world he lives in and show his
opinion and insistence, it works as an cognitive method. To him, this
recognition appears as its mode to report the absurdities of reality and as
the thing about the attitude toward citizens’ life by his retrospecting and
reporting his life.

Kim chun-soo has a pluralistic cognition of poems. So he regards
history as violence, ideology, and fiction and excludes these problems from
his poems. This enables his poems to overcome the problems of reality
and seek after the pure. It is a part of his consciousness and his
pluralistic recognition that he continues to face his inner historicism with

coping with the real problems and pursuing the pure.
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Speaking of the story-—tellers’ tendency and character in their poems,
Kim soo-young’s persona has an honest character in his daily life. His
character results from the efforts that he presents the real problem in his
life concretely and pursues humanistic life. So he uses such non-poetic
dictions as prose-style sentences, talky stories, slangs, spoken language.

Kim chun-soo’s persona has transcendent purity. The reason why he
pursues a transcendental world is due to his recognition that history is
ideology and ideology 1is violence. To evade from this recognition, he
pursues the transcendental world that excludes the real affairs. This
pursuit is accompanied with the reconstruction of time and space. In the
end history and the past are meaningless, and only new cultural forms are
pursued through a new word form. So he discloses the purity to seek

after the transcendental world.

In chapter 3, The principle and the style of poetic composition are
discussed as follows;

Kim soo-young, he uses its principle and its style through ’the poetics
of the whole body - unification’ to solve the problems appearing in the
situation which was divided into two parts - pure literature and
engagement, which were a trend in the society of Korean poets. Because
his modernistic poetics developed very differently from the 1930s’
modernism and his poetics of participation in reality is also discriminated
from that of the 1970s. These two characteristics are reflected in his
poems, which come to be a standard for defining his poetic characteristics.

In Kim chun-soo’s case , his principle of poetic composition can be
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parted into two parts, the poetics of the study of existence and that of
meaninglessness. He seeks after the pure through the poetic compression.
"The meaning’ in his poetics contains conception, reality, and history.
Besides, 'meaninglessness’ does his writing intention through the narrative
image. Therefore he can be said to pursuit the pure by identifying the
extinction of poetic objects with that of his thought or idea.

On the basis of Kim chun-soo’s poetics, the principle of his composing
poems will be captured with the techniques of his verse-making examined.
It is due to the movement that some of Korean poets try restoring lyric
poetry after the 1950s , when he started composing poems in earnest, and
the trend that the superficial viewpoint of the world and nihilistic poems
resulted from the Korean War. On the other hand, the other movement
appears that a new path was tried opening up by others who made efforts
to accept the current of the times internally, conducted experiments on
poetic matters without reflecting on themselves intellectually, and had some
characteristics distinguished from former poets. Kim chun-soo’s poems and
poetics are also among this tendency.

On the other hand, the style of composing poems appears to be as
follows.

In Kim soo-young’s case, he tells the story about our society as an
individual and about an individual as a member of society. So his poems
criticize the citizens’ consciousness and satirize the social reality with
covering the problems of our society and history.

In Kim chun-soo’s case, he excludes the social context and do with a

poet’s inner world with using metaphoric composition.
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In chapter 4, there is the relationship between literature and life that
they pursue on the basis of their verse-making style and poetic
recognition. Through this we can guess their position occupied in the
history of korean poetry.

Kim soo-young’ poems stem from his cognition about the identity of
being and responsibility as a poet in his real life. So a poem and life are
not different each other but could be understood in the same context. His
belief that a true poet is one who can react sensitively against the real
world makes him to describe his own figure as an ordinary person living
in the dynamic and real world, but not to compose a wizardly poem which
pursues the imaginary world or an individualistic poem that expresses
individual emotion unconcerned with the real world. So Kim soo-young'’s
poems have much to do with the situation of the times and his individual
life in those days.

Kim chun-soo” poems contain the intention that excludes the reality
evaded from the real life. So his poems are based cognitively on the
impersonal position that a poem is not told by a poet but language and
the inhuman view about the art that a poem is not personality but
recognition. Furthermore, he insists that a poem is not reflection or
transmission of something but an independent objective and real identity.
So he recognizes the relationship that a poem and reality are not
conformable each other. Because at the bottom of this cognition, he has an
experience of the violence of history. So he pursues the purity with
identifying the removal of poetic object with the removal of his idea and

thought. He uses it to create a new object taking language as a medium
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of his poetic works and expands the meaning indefinitely through the
juxtaposing metaphor that breaks the causal relations. These efforts should
be thought to be what he tries to upgrade Korean modern poetry to a
new realm.

To be short, their meaning in the history of Korean poetry is to explore
the new realm of modern poetry on the basis of self-consciousness that
copes with the disorder, which has appeared in Korean literary world since
the 1945 Liberation. Both of them seek after a new poem accepting this
world as consciousness. Kim soo-young’s meaning-statement style and
Kim chun-soo’s narrative representation and dissection style, which are
different from the former poets’s style, have remarkable effects on the
later poets and also take up two lineal status in Korean modern poetry. So
their new poetic realm is accepted as an epoch-making poetic reflection.
That is the reason why their poems are becoming the targets which many

debaters study and controvert.
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